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The aim of the Earth Science Club of Northern Illinois is to promote an interest in the Earth Sciences.  In addition 
to the regular General Meeting, study group meetings are held monthly.  They are held by groups of ESCONI mem-
bers interested in the studies of Archaeology, Mineralogy, Micromounts, Paleontology, and the Lapidary Arts.  There 
are also study sessions for Junior members to help them learn more about the earth sciences.  From time to time 
field trips are arranged.  ESCONI has a fine library of books on the earth sciences that are available to members.   
 
We welcome the attendance of all interested persons at any or all sessions.  The schedule is printed on the back 
page (date, time and place of meeting).  Specific information is published in this bulletin.   
 
Membership is $15.00 (which includes the Bulletin) for family membership.  Dues are payable either at the monthly 
meetings of by mailing to the Membership Chair listed above.   
 
Deadline for Bulletin articles to the editor is the 3rd weekend of each month. 
 
Articles in this publication may be reprinted if full credit is given the author and The Earth Science News.  Exchange 
bulletins may be mailed directly to the Editor.   
 

ESCONI website is www.esconi.org 
Webmaster is John Good 
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February 2007                 President’s Message 
 
 

Okay, we are well into the winter season now so let’s start looking “ahead” toward spring.  We’ve got a lot to look for-
ward to like getting out to collect a little more this year and, most of all, educating others interested in what ESCONI 
does.  The ESCONI show always needs volunteers….   So, after you get all fired up by attending our next general 
meeting and PaleoFest don’t forget to share your passion with others by helping out at our annual show in mid 
March.  Let’s make this a show to remember. 
 
FEBRUARY 10th GENERAL MEETING:  Dr. Roy Plotnick who currently teaches geology and invertebrate paleontol-
ogy at the University of Illinois at Chicago will discuss Trace Fossils and the Evolution of Animals.  “Dr. Plotnick has 
published on a wide range of topics, including eurypterid and crinoid functional morphology, arthropod fossilization, 
and applications of fractals to paleontology and geology.” (p. 296, Richardson’s Guide to the Fossil Fauna of Mazon 
Creek by Shabica and Hay; Northeastern Illinois University, 1997.)  Check the ESCONI website www.esconi.org for 
updates. 
 
PALEOFEST FEBRUARY 17th & 18th:  Burpee Museum's 9th annual PaleoFest.  See some of the nation's top pale-
ontologists and learn how they use research and technology to piece together the mysteries of the past.  Fascinating 
lectures and fun-filled workshops are designed for all ages.  Lectures are recommended for ages 10 and up and fam-
ily workshops are geared towards children and their families (1 adult required / 4 child). Tickets are available now 
815.965.3433; ESCONI is a sponsor and will have a promotional table at this event. http://www.burpee.org/
pf_home.htm 
 
ELGIN PUBLIC MUSEUM FAMILY GEOLOGY NIGHT MARCH 16TH:  Friday, from 7 to 9 pm.  The Elgin Public Mu-
seum will host a Geology night so that visitors can explore the wonders of the museums geology collections. Children 
will be able to hold real fossils and watch a geode rock be split open to see the beauty inside. Adults and children 
alike will get a first hand look and many wondrous and rare rocks and fossils. The cost of the program is $5 per adult 
and $2 per child. For registration and information call The Elgin Public Museum at (847)741-6655 by March 9. http://
www.elginpublicmuseum.org 
 
ESCONI SHOW MARCH 17th & 18th:  College of Dupage SRC 2800 Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4. Show Chairs Betsy and 
Floyd Rogers need your help.  Setup for the show will be Friday Evening 5 to 9 and Saturday morning 6 to 10. http://
www.esconi.org/ESCONI_Shows/ESCONI_2007_Show_Setup.htm  For more information, contact John Good at 
630-483-2363 or e-mail at jgood10481@aol.com. 

 
Jim Fairchild, President 

jimfairchild@comcast.net  
  

 
 

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE!   MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE! 
 
 

Please send your $15.00 dues for Membership year 2007 to 
 

Eileen Mizerk, ESCONI 
2094 Windward Lane 

Hanover Park  IL  60133-6183 
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E.S.C.O.N.IJunior Group 

February 9, 2007 

College of DuPage K-161 

7:00 P.M. 

"Ice Age II, The Mammals Come join us 
as we learn about animals that walked in 
DuPage County over 10,000 years 
ago.  We will be concentrating on the large 
mammals that lived here during and after 
the last glaciers moved through the 
area.  You will be able to touch a mam-
moth tooth, make cave art, and even get a 
free, framable poster on these fascinating 
creatures.  If you have any questions, 
please call Joe Kubal at (630) 983-6159." 
  

General Meeting 

February 9, 2007 

College of DuPage K-161 

8:00 P.M. 

Trace Fossils and the Evolution of Ani-
mals:  Dr. Roy Plotnick who currently 
teaches geology and invertebrate paleon-
tology at the University of Illinois at Chi-
cago will present the slide program.     
Visitors are welcome.  Refreshments will 
be served.  
 

MINERAL/MICRO-MOUNT 

February 10, 2007 

College of DuPage K-161 

7:30 P.M. 
  

Gemstones of  Canada:  
Members will be discussing diamonds, 
emeralds and other gemstones of Canada. 
Visitors are welcome.  Refreshments will 
be served 
  

Paleontology 

February 17, 2007 

College of DuPage K-161 

7:30 P.M. 

No Paleo meeting due to Burpee  

PaleoFest 
 

Archaeology 

February 24, 2007 

College of DuPage K-161 

7:30 P.M. 

Archaeology of Monument Valley Ari-

zona:  We will look at petroglyphs and 
pictographs  and the Anasazi Indians. 
Bring your Arizona Artifacts such as pot-
tery. Visitors are welcome.  Refreshments 
will be served 

E.S.C.O.N.I. BOARD MEETING   

February 23, 2007        

College of DuPage Bldg. K, Rm 161 

7:30 P.M. 

  

  

Burpee PaleoFest-07 
February 17—18, 2007 
Burpee Museum of Natural History 
Rockford IL 

PALEO:CSI   Join us for Burpee Museums 
9th annual PaleoFest and discover how 
some of the nations top paleontologists 
use research and technology to pierce to-
gether the mysteries of the past.  Lectures 
and workshops. 

                                   ESCONI February 2007 Calendar Of Events 
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Please send your $15.00 dues for Membership year 2007 to 
 

Eileen Mizerk, ESCONI 
2094 Windward Lane 

Hanover Park  IL  60133-6183 
 

  

 
Please Mark Your Calendars -ESCONI Work Days: Saturdays, February 10th and March 10th 

 
As you know, we have silent and live auctions at the Show.  In order for us to have enough material 
to auction we rely on two things; you bringing in the materials you want to share and sorting the ma-
terials we already have.  Please pick up bid sheets and fill them out.  They will be available at all ES-
CONI meetings. 
 
Think of this as an indoor field trip.  It is fun to sort through donated material and find someone 
else’s treasure.  If you would like a day out and can help sort the minerals and fossils in the shed for 
the ESCONI show auction, contact Eileen Mizerk, and John Good or Jim Fairchild for directions.  We 
are meeting at the warehouse at 9am on Saturday, February 10th and Saturday, March 10th. 
 

The Focus Is On Our Juniors At the ESCONI Gem and Mineral Show 
 

It is so exciting!  The Gem and Mineral Show on March 17th and 18th is going to focus on our Juniors.  
All of us at one time or another have enjoyed sharing our hobby with a child.  Now we have a bigger 
opportunity to share it with even more children.  In order to make this work, we need your help.   
 
First, please bring your case with a display of what you are interested in to the show.  Give Betsy 
and/or Floyd Rogers a call (630-858-3538 or rogers4@ix.netcom.com email) and let them know the 
topic of your case(s).  They are going to be setting up a scavenger hunt based on the information 
your cases provide.  By the way, it would be very helpful if they also knew the number of cases you 
are bringing, the topic of those cases, the size of those cases and if they need electricity. 
 
Second, we will need people in the Juniors’ area to help the children during all hours the show is 
open; Saturday 10 am to 5pm and Sunday, 10 am to 4pm.  Please volunteer.  You can do so by call-
ing Betsy or Floyd, or signing up at one of the meetings between now and the show.   
 
Third, if you can provide an activity the children would enjoy based on our hobby, please share.  We 
are looking for new and exciting ideas. 
 
And fourth, please invite the children you know to attend.  This is a wonderful way to get children as 
excited as we are about our hobby.  Too, it would be nice to grow our Juniors’ group under the new 
leadership of Joe Kubal and Nikki. 
 
See you all soon, and thanks for your on-going support. 
 

Betsy and Floyd Rogers, ESCONI Show Co-Chairmen 
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November 10, 2006 
 
President Jim Fairchild called the meeting to order and thanked all for coming in the bad 
weather.  He mentioned that the Mazon Creek Open House is tomorrow Saturday at the Liz-
zadro Museum in Elmhurst.  Our speaker tonight is the featured speaker there tomorrow.  He 
also reminded all that they can still buy shares to help publish ESCONI’s new Mazon Creek 
plant book. 
 
There will be a field trip to SciTech in Aurora with Rob Sula to see “Dinosaurios Argentinos” on 
December 9.  On December 2, there will be our annual Holiday Party at Villa Nova in Villa 
Park.  Our speaker will talk about the new permanent exhibit at the Field Museum.  He is Frank 
Mercurio and it is the Ancient Americas Exhibit.  Jim then listed the slate of new officers for 
2007 that will be up for election at the December holiday party meeting.  John Good who is the 
ESCONI representative to ChicagoLand and the new ChicagoLand President says that they 
will need help.  Also the ESCONI March Show is March 17 & 18. 
 
Jim Fairchild then introduced our speaker for the evening, Dr. Frederick R. Schram.  He got his 
PhD at the University of Chicago in 1968 on crustaceans.  He was Professor at the University 
of Amsterdam, but is now retired and is adjunct at University of Washington in Seattle. 
 

The First Mazon Creek Project 
40 years in the 1960’s – a golden age for MC study 

 
Gene Richardson and Ralph Johnson were the founders of the first real Mazon Creek study in 
Braidwood.  George Langford was the one to get the grant money and get the project struc-
tured.  Of course, there were always the ferns.  Gene’s first love was the insects of Mazon 
Creek – that was what he did his PhD on at Princeton.  In 1958 Mr. Tully came to the Museum 
with his Tully Monster.  In 1965 Fred Schram arrived.  And there were some hijinks.  There 
was Brian Patterson and the “Dancing Worm of Turkana” Hoax.  Schram was a graduate stu-
dent of Ralph Gordon Johnson and described two faunas of Braidwood clams.  Then June 
Douglas found the first coleiod cephalopod that was published in Science and funds started to 
come in. 
 
Gene Richardson was focused on working with amateurs and was a gracious diplomat.  He 
worked well with amateur collectors as he tried to build up the Field collection.  Then they be-
gan to put more field crews from the Museum into the field to collect.  Charlie Shabica was the 
field boss of the students and Milburn MacKay was the Peabody geologist on the site.  Many of 
the people involved then have gone on to noteworthy careers today.  Charlie Shabica, a spe-
cialist in regional geology, developed how Pit 11 was deposited in a Pennsylvanian-deltaic 
model.  Ida Thompson developed an early interest in annelid worms and did a monograph on 
polychaete worms.   
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Jim Edwards went to the National Science Foundation and then to become the Director of 
GBIF in Copenhagen.  Richard Wassersug is Professor of Biology at Dalhousie in Nova Scotia. 
 
After the 1960’s Ralph and Gene ended their partnership with Gene remaining with Mazon 
Creek and Ralph moving on to other projects.  Gordon Baird mapped Mazon Creek in the 
1970’s.  Gene retired in 1983 and died shortly thereafter and the project moved to Northeast-
ern Illinois University.  Later an NSF grant to the Field Museum in the late 1980’s with Brent 
Beall was to catalog the massive collection.  He then took questions from the audience. 
 
This was a chance to rewrite his dissertation, which is what he will be talking about tomorrow. 
 
How many shrimp were there 350 MYA?  More than there are today. 
 
Mazon Creek site is very significant because of the diversity of life compared to other Lager-
statten.  Other sites may have better fossils, but not as many small ones or as great a variety. 
 
The meeting was the adjourned for more discussion and refreshments. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Karen Nordquist, Recording secretary 
 

ESCONI HOLIDAY PARTY 
 

December 2, 2006 
 
President Jim Fairchild welcomed everyone to the ESCONI Holiday Party and December 
meeting.  Jim thanked Dorothy Auler for the special gifts for all attendees and there was a 
round of applause for her kindness.  After a delicious meal he thanked the Board for their ser-
vice of the past year and read the slate of officers offered for 2007.  There was a unanimous 
vote to elect the slate as read.  The new Board was applauded. 
 
Three members were offered for Honorary Membership.  Don Brazda nominated John Good; 
Irene Broede nominated Karen Nordquist and Eileen Mizerk nominated Irene Broede.  All three 
were voted into Honorary Membership unanimously and congratulated with applause by all. 
 
Jim made a special thank you to Jack Wittry in recognition for the tremendous effort he has 
made in the preparation of the new ESCONI book that has just been successfully published, 
“The Mazon Creek Fossil Flora”.  He has already received congratulations and glowing reviews 
from experts in the field.  And he is already at work on a second book on Mazon Creek fossil 
insects!!! 
 
Jim also mentioned that member Joe Kubal has volunteered to take on the Junior Group and 
has several programs planned already.  They are using his naturalist training. 
 
Our speaker from the Field Museum was Frank Mercurio from the Exhibits Department who 
has been involved in the preparation of the new permanent exhibit of the Ancient Americas. 
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Virtual Tour of the “Ancient Americas” 
 
This part of the exhibit tells the story of the Americas before Columbus and will be a permanent 
exhibit.  There are some 2200 artifacts in the exhibit and the decision was made to organize 
the societies by types.  The attractor is a Maya stele that will be outside to bring the visitors 
into the exhibit.  Then Galleries 1 & 2 will be an introduction with many artifacts.  There will be 
a welcome from many modern indigenous people, and tusks, and teeth and spear points; all 
from Pleistocene North America. 
 
Gallery 3 shows the Innovative Hunter-Gatherers from four areas including coastal, Andean, 
southeastern North America, and Mexico. 
 
Gallery 4 shows the Farming villages when they started producing their own food and making 
permanent architecture and pottery.  It features a southwest pueblo and a pot collection of 370 
pots. 
 
Gallery 5 shows Powerful Leaders at the Chieftain level where we see monumental architec-
ture start and special separate burials, like Cahokia and Hopewell. 
 
Gallery 6 shows Rulers and Citizens or State Level Societies that are more institutionalized like 
the Maya where there are large cities. 
 
Gallery 7 shows the Empire Builders like the Aztecs and Inca who expanded by was and alli-
ances outside their boundaries. 
 
Gallery 8 shows Living Descendents bringing to life the people who survive today. 
 
There will be two new installations in this area with a new totem pole by Nathan Stephen Jack-
son of the Tlingit Nation and a new Inuksuk by Peter Irnig of the Canadian Inuit. 
 
Some exciting features in the exhibit will be a Pleistocene Immersion Environment of Chicago 
13,000 YA.  It will be a projection on to panels of a spruce forest and open grassland with 
mammoths and caribou moving through it.  There will also be scenes of daily life showing how 
people lived with large murals.  There will be 6 scale models including the Maya city of Tikal.  
And there will computer animations including one of the domestication of llamas.  The Field 
Museum has much research going on in South America now and has worked with many 
groups to try to make the exhibit as real as possible. 
 
Frank then answered several questions from the audience.  The second phase of the exhibit 
will include the after Columbus Native America tribes that we are more familiar with and the 
schedule is not out for that yet.  Most of the artifacts in this exhibit were in the collection, 
maybe a dozen were replicated. 
 
The meeting was adjourned with wishes for happy holidays to all. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  

Karen Nordquist, Recording Secretary 
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Gliding Mammal in the Mesozoic – Volaticotherium 
 

The wonderful rocks of China reveal another exciting fossil 
mammal, this one revealing that mammals could glide long be-
fore bats took to the air in the Cenozoic.  It has been named 
Volaticotherium antiquus meaning ancient gliding beast and 
lived some 125 MYA in Inner Mongolia.  This is 70 MY before 
other gliding mammals were seen.  It was about 12-14 cm (5-6 
in) long and weighed about 70 grams (3 oz.), not unlike modern 
flying squirrels.  It is not related to modern flying mammals but 
is placed in its own order Volaticotheria by the authors.  There 
was folded densely furred skin (patagium) between the fore 
and hind limbs.  It had long limbs and its skeleton suggests a 
stiff tail that would have served as a rudder as it sailed.  The 
sharp teeth indicate that it most likely feasted on insects.  This 
animal shows that mammals were more diverse than thought in 
the Mesozoic.  (Meng et al in Nature Vol 444 12/14/06) 
 
 
 
 

New Miocene Mammal from New Zealand 
 
New Zealand has been thought to have been free of non-flying (nonvolant) terrestrial mam-
mals until the arrival of man, which has been a mystery because it was attached to East Ant-
arctica in the Early Cretaceous when there were terrestrial mammals.  Now researchers have 
found bones of a nonvolant mammal from the Miocene (19-16 MYA) near St. Bathens (SB) on 

the south island of New Zealand.  The bones include a partial 
femur and two partial mandibles.  They can not be sure if they 
represent one, two or three animals.  It was found in near-
shore freshwater lake sediments and had slight abrasion sug-
gesting some water transport.  It is about the size of a mouse 
but is unlike any other fossil mammal found anywhere else in-
cluding Australia making determining its history difficult.  By 
assuming the three bones are from one animal. They place it 
between eutriconodontons and multituberculates, making it a 
very primitive mammal.  They haven’t named it yet, just calling 

it SB mammal at this point, I suppose because they are not sure it is one animal.  They want to 
find more fossils to try to clarify its status.  (Worthy et al in PNAS Vol. 103 12/19/06) 
 

A “Missing Link” Proboscidean Found in Eritrea – Eritreum 
 
This new species lived in Eritrea in the late Oligocene some 27 MYA and is seen as the 
‘missing link’ between early elephantiformes and Elephantimorpha.   
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It is the first known nongomphothere proboscidean to probably show horizontal tooth displace-
ment which is common in elephants (Elepantimorpha consisting of mastodons and Elephan-
tida, including gomphotheres, stegodons, and elephants).  It has been named Eritreum me-
lakeghebrekristosi after the nation and the farmer who found it.  They have parts of the jaws 
and the tusk alveoli and estimate that it was a subadult at about 26 years old at death.  He 
would have been about 4.25 ft (130 cm) high and would have weighed about 1065 pounds 
(484 kg).  In the drawing he is pictured with the larger Gomphotherium angustidens.  
(Shoshoni et al in PNAS Vol. 103) 
 

Neanderthal DNA Being Revealed 
 

It is indeed an exciting time in genetic terms as they are doing 
the seemingly impossible today.  They report that they have ex-
tracted DNA from Neanderthal bone (seen at left) and are in the 
process of analyzing the DNA with about one million of the three 
million paired constituents done.  That is remarkable.  Only small 
segments had been done before, but now with new techniques 
progress has been made.  Two teams are working on this effort.  
One team is led by Svante Paabo of the Max Planck Institute in 
Leipzig Germany and the second is led by Edward Rubin of the 
US Department of Energy Joint Genome Institute in Walnut 

Creek California.  Paabo extracted DNA from a 38,000 year old Neanderthal fossil and se-
quenced the DNA directly from the fragments.  They found that Neanderthals diverged from 
modern humans about 516,000 YA and are still working to determine whether there was inter-
breeding.  Rubin sequenced DNA from the same fossil using a method that makes many cop-
ies of DNA fragments by putting them into bacteria.  They then identify strands that correspond 
to those of people.  In this way they identify the split at around 706,000 YA.  Paabo also be-
lieves that there were only about 3,000 humans at the time of this important split.  There may 
also be some evidence of some interbreeding or of some gene flow from modern humans to 
Neanderthal (although that could be explained by contamination).  Rubin’s group sees no evi-
dence of interbreeding yet.  There is much more to be done and much more to be learned from 
these studies.  These are only preliminary results.  Paabo hopes to have a rough draft of the 
entire genome in another year and a half so that he will be able to tell which of the 35 million 
bases that differ between chimp and humans are mutations that occurred in the past 500,000 
years and thus define us.   
(Green, Paabo et al in Nature Vol. 444 11/16/06 and Noonan, Rubin et al in Science Vol. 314 
Nov 17, 2006) 
 

New Giant Dinosaurs Found!- Turiasaurus 
 

The largest dinosaur ever found in Europe has been found near Riodev, Spain. Its name is 
Turiasaurus riodevensis.  Its size is estimated at 125 feet long, 
which is as long as a NBA basketball court, and weighing 50 tons.  
The scientists found 70 pieces of fossilized bones.  It lived around 
150 MYA in the Jurassic Period.  The animal lived in the Teruel 
area of what is now Spain.  The remains were found by a team 
led by Rafael Royo-Torres of the Joint Paleontology Foundation 
Teruel-Dinopolis.  
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The humerus, or arm bone, is as long as a man or 6 feet long.  The claw on the first 
digit of the foot is as big as a football.  Researchers found other bones in Portugal, 
France and Britain, and were able to classify this sauropod into a new clade or branch 
that have a more primitive limb structure than the other sauropod giants known as 
sauropods.  It has spatulate teeth.  The bones were found with those of theropods and 
stegosaurs, fish and turtles.  (Royo-Torres et al in Science Vol. 314, 12/22/06)  
 

Long-bodied Lizard from Cretaceous of Japan – Kaganaias  
 

In the Late Cretaceous some lizards radiated into marine habitats and changed from small-
bodied forms culminating with the mosasaur.  But the long-bodied aquatic precursors have 
been rare in the fossil record.  Now a new fossil find has been made to help fill in this area.  It 
has been named Kaganaias hakusanensis from Kaga an old name for Ishikawa Prefecture and 
from Latin ‘Naias” for water nymph“ and from Hakusan, the mountain in the region.  The type 
specimen consists of part and counterpart of an articulated partial skeleton of parts of dorsal 
vertebrae and parts of the pelvis, and hind limbs.  Associated material also includes partial 

dentaries and a maxilla and quadrate.  It is a small 
gracile, long-bodied mosasauroid lizard from a swampy 
continental deposit.  It would have been about 11.8 in 
(300 mm) from snout to pelvis.  The trunk has at least 
36-46 dorsal vertebrae and the vertebrae and ribs have 
some characteristics similar to mosasaurs and some 
that are not.  Although they don’t have the skull, the 
long body and reduced limbs allow them to assign this 
lizard Scleroglossa (which also includes amphisbae-
nids, snakes).  The drawing above is tentative because 
they do not have information about the skull or front of 

the animal.  Overall the structure indicates that it probably used lateral body movements to 
swim based on the strong ribs and musculature.  The small limbs are robust as well as the   
pelvis that suggest that they were useful on land.  Thus it was probably an amphibious wetland 
lizard.  (Evans et al in Palaeontology Vol. 49/6, 2006) 
 

Two-headed Fossil from China 
 

The fossil of a tiny aquatic reptile hatchling with two 
heads on two long necks was found in the Early Creta-
ceous Yixian rock formation in northeast China.  It is 
120 MY old and may be the oldest example of this de-
velopmental anomaly which has been seen in snakes, 
lizards and turtles.  However, based on the large head 
and eye orbit size of this specimen, this appears to be a 
very young creature that did not survive long after birth.  

It was just 70 mm (<3 in.) long, although adults could grow to 3 feet in length.  (New Scientist, 
12/20/06) 
 

Karen Nordquist, Paleontology 
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MINERALOGY/MICROMOUNT  January 13, 2007 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:31 PM by Kathy Dedina.  
Programs for coming months were set: February will be on gemstones of Canada. John Good will 
cover Ontario, Kathy Dedina the Northern Territories, and Sheila Bergmann other parts of Canada. 
 
The March and April programs will be on Australia: March will cover gemstones and April mineral 
specimens. Assignments will be made in February. 
 
We also discussed the theme for the study group’s case in the March show. It was decided that we 
would show the minerals of Arizona.. 
 
This month’s program was two videos, supplied by Dave Bergmann: The Story of America’s Great 
Volcanoes, and The History of a Quartz Crystal. 
Refreshments were provided by Jim Daly 
Submitted by Jim Daly 
 
 

LIZZADRO MUSEUM EVENTS 
 
 
 

February 24 “Rock & Mineral Identification”  
Learn how to make a basic mineral test kit. Hands on identification procedures include observation 
skills and tests such as hardness, streak, and cleavage. All materials are provided. 
 
Activity - Ages 8 yrs. to Adult 
75 minutes - 10:30 a.m. & 1:00 p.m. 
Admission: $5 per person, Museum Members $3. 
Reservations Required: (630) 833-1616  
 
 
March 3 “Diamond Legacies” 
Diamond replica specialist, Scott Sucher presents the legends surrounding some of the most fa-
mous and controversial diamonds in history. 
 
Learn where the largest diamonds have been found. Explore the myths and disappearance of some 
famous diamonds. See how modern techniques and research can be used to prove and disprove 
certain theories about controversial diamonds. 
 
Lecture - Adult - 60 minutes - 2:00 p.m. 
Regular Museum Admission 
Reservations Recommended 
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Submitted by Eileen Mizerk 
 

Skull shows possible human/Neanderthal breeding 
 

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - A 40,000-year-old skull found in a Romanian cave shows traits of both 
modern humans and Neanderthals and might prove the two interbred, researchers reported on 
Monday.  
If the findings are confirmed, the skull would represent the oldest modern human remains yet 
found in Europe. The study, published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 
will add  to the debate over whether modern Homo sapiens simply killed off their Neanderthal 
cousins, or had some intimate interactions with them first. 
DNA samples taken from Neanderthal bones suggest there was no mixing, or at least that any 
Neanderthal genetic contribution did not make it to the modern DNA pool. 
But Erik Trinkaus of Washington University in St. Louis has in the past found bones that he be-
lieves show both modern human and Neanderthal traits, and now he and colleagues have found 
a skull. 
The skull, probably that of a teenager, has been dated to 40,000 years ago and shows many 
modern traits. But it also is a little flatter than most modern Homo sapiens, and exceptionally large 
upper molars more associated with Neanderthals. 
"Such differences raise important questions about the evolutionary history of modern humans," 
said Joao Zilhao of the University of Bristol in Britain, who worked on the study. 
It could be "evolutionary reversal" he said -- humans changing back into archaic forms. 
"They could also reflect admixture with Neanderthal populations as modern humans spread 
through western Eurasia," Zilhao said in a statement. 
"This mixture would have resulted in both archaic traits retained from the Neanderthals and 
unique combinations of traits resulting from the blending of previously divergent gene pools." 
Modern humans are believed to have spread into Europe around 45,000 to 50,000 years ago, 
and had completely replaced the older Neanderthals by 30,000 years ago. 
But that means at least 10,000 years of living side by side, and artifacts attributed to the more 
modern humans have been found at Neanderthal sites. 
Neanderthals were also once designated Homo sapiens, although are a designated subspecies -- 
Homan sapiens neanderthalis. But some experts now designate them as a separate species -- 
Homo neanderthalis. 
Zilhao, Trinkaus and colleagues examined the skull from the Pestera cu Oase, or the Cave with 
Bones, in southwestern Romania. It was mostly full of bones from cave bears but then the re-
searchers found some human skull fragments. 
They are the earliest modern human remains found in Europe, although last week researchers 
reported finding 45,000-year-old human artifacts in Russia south of Moscow.  

ARTICLE FROM YAHOO! NEWS 
 
 

From Baghdad to New York: an Assyrian Archaeologist's Journey 
 
Donny George, man of history, had vowed never to leave Baghdad, where he was the keeper of 
the keys to the looted Iraqi National Museum. Then his teenage son opened a letter with a bullet 
inside and a threat to cut off his head because his father "worked for the Americans."  An esti-
mated 1.8 million Iraqis have fled their country since the U.S. invasion, but George, an  

                                   ARCHAEOLOGY NEWS 
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archaeologist, along with his wife, Najat, and 17-year-old son, Martin, are some of the very 
few--only 500 a year--who've been granted a visa to live in the U.S.  Which is how the short, 
stout 56-year-old ended up in Long Island, driving a Mitsubishi Galant, listening to Shania 
Twain, and preparing to teach Mesopotamian archaeology at suny--Stony Brook this spring 
semester.  His older children, Marian, 21, a medical student, and Steven, 23, a computer sci-
entist, couldn't get papers. They remain in Damascus. 
In the month or so he's been here, George has learned his way around the campus, but he 
hasn't yet reckoned with the modern ziggurat of the multilevel parking garage.  Apologizing, he 
drives against one-way traffic up the ramp. They've been searching the suburban groceries for 
familiar foods and spices, while explaining to curious clerks and furniture movers that they are 
Assyrian Christians, neither Sunni nor Shiite. 
During the past two decades, George oversaw fieldwork at some of the most significant exca-
vations in the world. In 1987, he was head of a field expedition in Babylon when Saddam Hus-
sein paid a visit. "I met him and took him around.  He was very calm.  He was just listening. In 
one of the museums there, we had some inscriptions translated. In one, Nebuchadnezzar was 
saying that one of the gods had sent him to protect 'the black-headed people.'  Saddam said, 
'You should change that.' And I said, 'No, sir, it's scientific, we can't change it, this is exactly as 
it was said. It doesn't mean that people are black, it means "all the people."  Because if you 
have a crowd of Iraqis, all you see are their black heads.' He wanted to change it to 'all the 
people.'  And I said no." 
Later, "one of his bodyguards took me aside and said, 'How can you say no to the leader?' And 
I said, 'It's science.'  And he said, 'Well, good.  God bless you.  Otherwise, you would have 
vanished.'" 
In early 2003, as the invasion became imminent, George urged his bosses at the museum to 
protect the collection by sealing it up in the basement.  "I begged them, 'Please, for God's 
sake, for the Prophet's sake, we have to do this, it will be stolen.'  And all I heard was, 'No, you 
are exaggerating.  Saddam is here. Nobody will dare to come to Baghdad.' 
George estimates that the museum lost 15,000 pieces and that Iraq's archaeological digs lost 
much more.  "From the site looting, we have retrieved about 17,000 objects, but if 17,000 
came back, how much went out?"  He's heard that many of the objects have made it into grow-
ing private cuneiform collections in New York. "It's very sad.  There is one solution for this: If 
the American government will stop the tax deduction for people who donate it,  the museums 
don't buy it.  But they encourage rich people to buy and then donate." 
George is politically cautious; he wants visas for his other kids too.  He wouldn't comment on 
the president's plan for a troop increase.  In the end, though, he says,  "The solution is entirely 
political.  And it involves Syria and Iran."  In his worst imaginings, he says, he never predicted 
that Iraq would descend into a religious civil war.  "Even during Saddam's time, all these differ-
ences were dissolving.  I never asked my neighbor or friend if he was a Sunni or Shiite, and 
Muslims would not ask each other either.  It was a shameful thing to ask."  Meanwhile, the Ira-
nians, he says, have already penetrated Iraq.  He heard that Farsi is heard in the markets of 
Basra as often as Arabic. Before he left, there were rumors he was going to be replaced by a 
Muslim at the museum.  The church where he and his wife were married has been blown up. 
Still, he is convinced they'll go home someday.  "Listen, we know history.  We are the people of 
archaeology.  We know it is impossible for it to stay like this." 
He plans to give a few seminars on the American occupation at Stony Brook Manhattan this 
winter.  The primary lesson he wants to impart is that Iraq has a heterogeneous past.  "I would 
love Americans to know this is a country with multiple, different kinds of people--Arabs, Assyr-
ians, Turkmen, Kurds, Yazidis--people of different religions. These people have lived together 
for hundreds of years." 

By Nina Burleigh 
www.nymag.com 
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Burpee Museum's PaleoFest’07 
 
Join us for Burpee Museum's 9th annual PaleoFest and discover how some of the nation's top 
paleontologists use research and technology to piece together the mysteries of the past! Fasci-
nating lectures and fun-filled workshops make PaleoFest a dino-blast for all ages. 
• Lectures are recommended for ages 10 and up. 
• Family Workshops are geared towards children and their families 
  (1 adult required / 4 children). 
 
Festival Schedule: Saturday, February 17 
Saturday, 10:00 am • CSI: T. rex Style!  Sponsored by ESCONI 
Peter Larson, Founder/President, Black Hills Institute for Geologic Research 
What do these crime scenes tell us? Discover startling similarities and stark contrasts between 
two major Tyrannosaurus dig sites! 
 
Saturday, 11:00 am • Family Workshop: What's the Scoop on Dino Poop? 
Discover why paleontologists study prehistoric animal poop. Your take-home craft will be one 
to share! 
 
Saturday, 11:30 am • Investigator's Nightmare: Horns a’ Plenty 
Michael Ryan, Ph.D. Cleveland Museum of Natural History 
Dr. Ryan digs into the richest horned dino site in the world! Stunning clues may explain just 
what could kill 100,000 dinosaurs at once (hint: it wasn’t an asteroid). 
 
Saturday, 1:00 pm • Shell Shocked: Pathologies and Lifestyles of Cretaceous Ammon-
ites 
Neal Larson, Black Hills Institute for Geologic Research 
Accompany Neal as he exposes the hunting strategies of these predators and investigates 
their healing abilities. 
 
Saturday, 1:00 pm • Family Workshop: Tyrannosaur Ballistics! 
The clues are in the teeth, mouths, and bite marks from these fearsome beasts. Expect BIG 
smiles to occur during your craft project! 
 
Saturday, 2:30 pm • Find a clue in #2: Evidence in Ancient Feces 
Karen Chin, Ph.D. University of Colorado, Boulder 
Discover the shocking amounts of evidence and information stored in the most unlikely 
places—prehistoric poop! 
 
Saturday, 5:30–7:30 pm • Paleo:CSI Reception at Burpee Museum 
$20/non-member, $15/members 
A unique opportunity to meet this year's PaleoFest presenters, get a behind-the-scenes look at 
Burpee's collections, and more! You'll feast on hearty hors d'oeuvres, test your forensic skills 
with crime scene clues throughout the Museum, and participate in a drawing for one-of-a-kind 
items. Bring your own fossils and try to stump our fossil ID experts, or try your luck in our Ma-
zon Creek Fossil Dig Pit. 
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Burpee Museum's PaleoFest’07 
 
Festival Schedule: Sunday, February 18 
 
Sunday, 11:00 am • Family Workshop: Horns, Frills and Thrills 
Horned dinosaurs, the tanks of the Cretaceous, came in a variety of shapes and sizes with 
horns a plenty. Which one will you choose for your project? 
 
Sunday, 11:30 am • Just the Facts: Deciphering the Story of an Exceptional Duck Bill 
Clint Boyd, Graduate Student, North Carolina State 
Hear the story of Nancy the Edmontosaurus! What evidence was found at this 65-million-year-
old crime scene? 
 
Sunday, 1:00 pm • Late Cretaceous Massacre 
Thomas Williamson, Ph.D. New Mexico Museum of Natural History 
Mass extinction! How did the world survive? Williamson shares strong evidence reconstructing 
what happened after the fact and how survivors made their stunning comeback!  
 
Sunday, 1:00 pm • Family Workshop: Creatures from the Black Lagoon 
Who ruled the swamps 300 million years ago during the “coal age”? Learn about the creepy 
creatures that were lurking, then dig into a craft project of your own! 
 
Sunday, 2:30 pm • Homer: Homicide or Natural Death? 
Scott Williams, Burpee Museum of Natural History 
Scott explores evidence about the death, burial, excavation of Homer - Rockford's juvenile Tri-
ceratops. Will the Homer case be unsolved? 
PLUS  
Michael Henderson, Burpee Museum Curator 
Creatures from Black Lagoons 
Michael brings Sci-Fi into fascinating focus as his talk investigates Coal Age Amphibians & 
Reptiles. 
 
Sunday, 4:00 pm • The Living Dead 
Peter Larson, Founder/President, Black Hills Institute for Geologic Research 
Every Tyrannosaurus dies...but how did the Tyrannosaurus live? Peter Larson sheds light on 
some gripping evidence on the hard life of the Tyrant Lizard King. 
 
 
 
Festival Schedule: Extras! 
 
Saturday & Sunday, 11:00 am–4:00 pm • Mazon Creek Fossil Dig Pit 
Try your luck at Burpee's dig pit! Everyone gets a fossil... and some will get much more! 
 
Saturday & Sunday, 11:00 am–4:00 pm • DinoBlast Activities  
During PaleoFest weekend kids can search and uncover Paleo:CSI clues by participating in 
DinoBlast activities throughout the Museum! Free with Festival admission of $5/person.  
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Burpee Museum's PaleoFest’07 
 
Lectures: 3 options  
 
2-Day Package: $70/non-member, $60/member 
Includes admission to all lectures on both Saturday AND Sunday and Museum admission.  
 
1-Day Package: $40/non-member, $30/member 
Includes admission to all lectures on either Saturday OR Sunday and Museum admission.  
 
Individual Tickets: $10/non-member, $9/member 
Includes admission to the selected lecture. Does NOT include Museum admission.  
Workshops: 2 options  
 
1-Day Package: $15/non-member, $10/member 
Includes admission for one person to both workshops on either Saturday OR Sunday and Mu-
seum admission.  
Individual Tickets: $8/non-member, $7/member 
Includes admission to the selected workshop for one person. Does NOT include Museum ad-
mission.  
 
Paleo:CSI Reception • Saturday, 5:30–7:30 pm  
Admission: $20/non-member, $15/member  
Includes admission to the Museum, hearty hors d'oeuvres, and more!   
 
Museum Admission  
Admission: $5/non-member, Members FREE! (become a member)  
Museum Hours: Saturday and Sunday 10 am–5 pm. Museum admission is required to attend 
PaleoFest and includes DinoBlast activities for kids from 11 am–4 pm each day. 
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 E.S.C.O.N.I. 
GEM-MINERAL-FOSSIL 

SHOW 

COLLEGE OF DUPAGE 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Saturday   March 17, 2007    10 A.M. to 5 P.M. 

Sunday      March 18, 2007    10 A.M. to 4 P.M. 
 

FREE ADMISSION & PARKING 
 

Earth Science Club of Northern Illinois 

WWW.ESCONI.ORG 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

College of DuPage – SRC 2800 
(see map on back) or www.cod.edu 

Dealers Attractions 

    

Rib River Fossils Demonstrations 

Exclusive Inspiration Light Refreshments 

Mineral Miner Book Sale 

Southwest Treasures Kids Korner 

Silvertown Fine Jewelry Live & Silent Auction 

Lavin's Gems and Jewelry Museum Exhibits 

Geodon Gems Door Prizes 

Blackberry Creek Minerals Ginkgo Trees  
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2007 ESCONI CALENDAR 

Revised 12/15/06 

Dates are subject to change: see Bulletin.  
 
College of DuPage (COD) Building K, Room #161 for most meetings. 
 
ESCONI Show March 17-18 in SRC 2800 
 
There will be no Flea Market this year. 
 
No scheduled meetings for Lapidary; contact Don Cronauer for information.  
(Lapidary meets Room #162, Arts Center) 
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