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The aim of the Earth Science Club of Northern Illinois is to promote an interest in the Earth Sciences.  In addition 
to the regular General Meeting, study group meetings are held monthly.  They are held by groups of ESCONI mem-
bers interested in the studies of Archaeology, Mineralogy, Micromounts, Paleontology, and the Lapidary Arts.  There 
are also study sessions for Junior members to help them learn more about the earth sciences.  From time to time 
field trips are arranged.  ESCONI has a fine library of books on the earth sciences that are available to members.   
 
We welcome the attendance of all interested persons at any or all sessions.  The schedule is printed on the back 
page (date, time and place of meeting).  Specific information is published in this bulletin.   
 
Membership is $15.00 (which includes the Bulletin) for family membership.  Dues are payable either at the monthly 
meetings of by mailing to the Membership Chair listed above.   
 
Deadline for Bulletin articles to the editor is the 2nd weekend of each month. 
 
Articles in this publication may be reprinted if full credit is given the author and The Earth Science News.  Exchange 
bulletins may be mailed directly to the Editor.   
 

ESCONI website is www.esconi.org 
Webmaster is John Good 
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  MARCH 2007  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   
 
As we consider passing the ESCONI torch from generation to generation, let’s take the 
month of March to focus on ESCONI Juniors.  Today’s Juniors will be tomorrow’s ESCONI; 
not to mention tomorrows teachers and scientists.   Our show chairmen, Floyd and Betsey 
Rogers have chosen to make kids a major focus of our show.  You will notice a prominent 
Juniors booth and lots of earth science information and hands on activities.  What a great 
opportunity to invite a young relative or neighbor.   
 
Another great opportunity is our monthly Junior meeting.  Joe Kubal and Nikki Dahlin are 
our new Juniors leaders.  They have an exiting year of meetings and field trips planned for 
kids of all ages.  Why not see if you can borrow some extra kids and help keep our flame 
alive.  
 
ESCONI Juniors meetings are held on the second Friday of most months during the school 
year, from 7:00 to 7:50 p.m. The ESCONI general meeting begins right after ESCONI Jun-
iors, at 8 p.m., in the same room.  
 

 
ESCONI SHOW MARCH 17th & 18th:  College of DuPage SRC 2800 Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4. 
Show Chairs Betsy and Floyd Rogers need your help.  Setup for the show will be Friday Eve-
ning 5 to 9 and Saturday morning 6 to 10. http://www.esconi.org/ESCONI_Shows/
ESCONI_2007_Show_Setup.htm  For more information, contact Betsy or Floyd  Rogers at 
(630) 858-3538 or e-mail at rogers4@ix.netcom.com. 

 
ELGIN PUBLIC MUSEUM   Family Geology Night March 16th:  Friday, from 7 to 9 pm.  The 
Elgin Public Museum will host a Geology night so that visitors can explore the wonders of the 
museums geology collections. Children will be able to hold real fossils and watch a geode rock 
be split open to see the beauty inside. Adults and children alike will get a first hand look and 
many wondrous and rare rocks and fossils. The cost of the program is $5 per adult and $2 per 
child. For registration and information call The Elgin Public Museum at (847)741-6655 by 
March 9. http://www.elginpublicmuseum.org 

 
LIZZADRO MUSEUM OF LAPIDARY ART    Mazon Creek Field Trip.  March 24th.  Bus trans-
portation from the museum is provided.  A fee is required.  Call 630-833-1616 or visit 
www.lizzadromuseum.org for more info. 
 
ESCONI Juniors field trip to Phillips Park in Aurora on Saturday, April 21, 2007.  We will be 
touring the Visitor’s Center and Mastodon Gallery where the juniors will continue their investi-
gations of the Chicagoland area during glacial Times.  For more information or to reserve your 
spot on the field trip, please contact Joe Kubal at (630) 983-6159 or SMKubal0712@aol.com. 

 
 

Jim Fairchild, President 
jimfairchild@comcast.net  
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E.S.C.O.N.I Junior Group 

No March Meeting 

College of DuPage K-161 

7:00 P.M. 

The Gem and Mineral Show on March 17th 
and 18th is going to focus on our Juniors.  We 
will need people in the Juniors’ area to help 
the children during all hours the show is 
open; Saturday 10 am to 5pm and Sunday, 
10 am to 4pm.  Please volunteer.   
If you have any questions, please call Joe 
Kubal at (630) 983-6159." 
  

General meeting 

GEM-MINERAL-FOSSIL SHOW 

March 17 and 18 

College of DuPage SRC-2800 

See flyer for times 

GEM-MINERAL-FOSSIL SHOW 
 

MINERAL/MICRO-MOUNT 

March 10, 2007 

College of DuPage K-161 

7:30 P.M. 
  

Gemstones of Australia   
Australia is the theme for the Tucson Arizona 

Show.  We will be discussing diamonds, opal 

and other gemstones from Australia.   Visitors 

are welcome.  Refreshments will be served 

  

Paleontology 

No meeting 

Please attend the Gem-Mineral-Fossil 

Show 

 

No Paleo meeting due to Gem-Mineral-

Fossil Show 
 

Archaeology 

February 24, 2007 

College of DuPage K-161 

7:30 P.M. 

Flint Napping(Making Arrowheads)   

Bring your safety glasses and Band-Aids.  

We will be making arrowheads with the help 

of Floyd Rogers.  If you have any arrow-

heads, bring them too.  Visitors are welcome.  

Refreshments will be served 

E.S.C.O.N.I. BOARD MEETING   

February 23, 2007        

College of DuPage Bldg. K, Rm 161 

7:30 P.M. 

 

Field Trips 

  

Richard Rock and John Catalani are planning 

field trips for fossil collecting including Ma-

zon Creek fossils in April. John Good will be 

leading a geode collecting trip at MAPS the 

weekend of March 31-April 1.   Check the 

web site for details or contact John Good at 

630-483-2363 for reservations or e-mail at 

ESCONI@hotmail.com 

  

MAPS FOSSIL EXPO XXIX  

(Dinosaurs Theme) 

March 30-April 1, 2007 

  

National Fossil Exposition XXIX at Macomb, 

Illinois with lecture, fossil displays, books, 

silent auction and fossils for trade and sell. 
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March, 2007 
 

Membership News 
 

It is time to send in your 2007 membership dues.  The deadline for dues in order to remain on 
our bulletin mailing will be March 20, 2007. 
 
Please email to me any updates to your information.  If the address labels on your bulletins are 
correct, I don’t need that - I’m especially interested in email addresses and phone numbers.  I 
know many people now have email that they didn’t have when they became members.  
 

Eileen Mizerk, Membership 
2094 Windward Lane 
Hanover Park  IL  60133-6183 
(630) 289-7736 
emizerk@comcast.net 

 

 

Please Mark Your Calendars—ESCONI Work Day: Saturday, March 10th 
 

We have silent and live auctions at the Show.  In order for us to have enough material to auc-
tion we rely on two things; you bringing in the materials you want to share and sorting the ma-
terials we already have.  Please pick up bid sheets and fill them out.  They will be available at 
all ESCONI meetings. 
 
Think of this as an indoor field trip.  It is fun to sort through donated material and find someone 
else’s treasure.  If you would like a day out and can help sort the minerals and fossils in the 
shed for the ESCONI show auction, contact Eileen Mizerk, and John Good or Jim Fairchild for 
directions.  We are meeting at the shed at 9am on Saturday, March 10th. 
 

 

It’s time to pay your 2007 dues. 
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ESCONI MEMBER -- 
 

WE WANT YOU! 
 

 

Yeah, that’s right, you! 
 

 

 

 

We want you to help us REALLY smile at the ESCONI Show on March 17th and 18th. 
 
The focus of our show is on our ESCONI Juniors.  You can help us smile by: 
 

• Handing a show flyer to a friend. 

• Helping sort material at the ESCONI shed on Saturday, March 10th from 9 am to 1 pm. 
(Contact John Good or Jim Fairchild for directions to the shed.) 

• Bringing a child to the ESCONI Gem & Mineral Show at the College of DuPage on March 
17th and/or March 18th. 

• Putting a case in the show. 

• Donating Live (or Silent) Auction material which will be auctioned to raise money for        
ESCONI programs. 

• Coming to the show on Saturday and/or Sunday prepared to work in our Welcoming area, 
Book Sales, the Silent Auction, the Live Auction, with the children in the Juniors’ area or with 
Show Teardown.  We have a job for you! 
 
And please wear a Name Tag at the show and walk around talking to and welcoming 
others.  We LOVE our hobby and need to share our knowledge and enthusiasm!!! 
 
We are going to have a great, fun time.  Do come and be a part of it!  See you there! 
 
Betsy and Floyd Rogers, ESCONI Co-chairmen 
 
 
 
PS:  Just in case you have not guessed, the focus of this year’s show is on the future of 
 ESCONI. 
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Board Meeting      December 1, 2006 
 

President Jim Fairchild called the meeting to order.  Eileen Mizerk reported that 22 were 
signed up for the Holiday Party tomorrow.  The General Meeting speaker for January will be 
gemologist Jody Diegel.  Irene Broede reported that she had the contract for the March Show 
and that she needed the deposit and the certificate of insurance.  The rental is $1,800 this year 
compared to $1,200 last year. 
 
The minutes for the November meeting were read, amended and approved as amended.  
Treasurer John Good distributed the report.  It was approved as presented.  John Good re-
ported that Joe Kubal had contacted him and that Joe wanted to take on the Junior Group. 
 
Jack Wittry said he has sold $2,000 in the new books so far.  The Amazon account is set up, 
but no books are sold yet.  It was determined that ESCONI Associates would be refunded $80 
for their $100 shares in effect paying $20 for a hard bound copy of the new book.  They would 
have to pay $65 for additional hard bound books like all other ESCONI members.  Jack said 
that it costs $6 to mail a book (soft or hard cover). 
 
Howard Svoboda said that the Bulletin went out Wednesday.  Eileen Mizerk said that we have 
206 current members.  Jim Fairchild said that Burpee Museum would like us to help sponsor 
PaleoFest again this year at the same level as last year.  We could sell books and have a table 
like previously.   The Board decided unanimously to sponsor a speaker at the same level as 
last year. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Karen Nordquist, Recording Secretary 
 
 

Paleontology Study Group   January 26, 2007 
 
Chairman John Good called the meeting to order and discussed the March ESCONI Show.  He 
had the sign up sheets and encouraged all to help out.  He also had flyers for members to take 
and distribute.  The Show will be emphasizing the Juniors this year.  Damrow will be the only 
fossil dealer.  Because of Burpee PaleoFest in February there will be no February Paleo meet-
ing.  There will be no March meeting because of the March ESCONI Show.  We will need pro-
grams for April and May.  John Catalani mentioned that MAPS has a new website at 
www.midamericapaleo.org and it is a big improvement.  He encouraged all to visit it.  The 
MAPS meeting this year is featuring dinosaurs.  John then presented a tape from a TV Discov-
ery presentation on “Jane” that had been aired recently. 

“Jane, the Mystery Dinosaur” 
 

Dinosaur bones were found in 2001 at the end of the digging season by the Burpee Museum.  
They were identified as those of a small theropod; could they be from a small T. rex?  It was an 
exciting find.  The bones were covered until the team could return in 2002.  Mike Henderson 
returned with 12 volunteers and removed 12 feet of overburden with an backhoe to get at the 
bones and they found they had an almost complete skeleton.  They field prepared some of the 
bones at Camp Needmore an hour from the field site.  Based on the teeth and the skull they 
thought they had a juvenile T. rex at the time. 
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Paleontology Study Group (Continued) 
 
In 1941 the skull of another theropod called Nanotyrannus had been discovered.  There were 
some similarities to that dinosaur.  Now plastic molds of Jane were made and sent to experts 
to be studied.  What did they think this animal was?  The bones had been found in the classic 
death pose in articulation and in excellent preservation.  Dating Jane at 66MYA was done by 
her relationship to the K/T boundary that is above where her bones were found.  The K/T is 
dated at 65.51 MYA. 
 
There were many scenes from the Jane symposium which many of us attended that was led 
by Mike Henderson along with guests Phil Currie, Jack Horner, Bob Bakker, Paul Sereno, Tom 
Carr, Tom Holtz, Pete Makovicky, Pete Larson and others who have been involved in trying to 
determine whether Jane is a juvenile T. rex, Nanotyrannus or something else.  They were us-
ing tooth count, scapulacorocoid, quadratojugal hole, bone fusion, everything to try to come to 
a conclusion.  And everyone seemed to have decided mostly on the side of juvenile T. rex.  
Erickson and Makovicky had determined that Jane was 11 or 12 when she died so was still 
young and growing.  It was agreed that the injury on her toe was serious and may have been 
the cause of her death.  The CT scan showed subacute infection – osteomiolitis.  Mike Hender-
son explained that he thought that the teeth got bigger as she aged but that the jaw did not, 
explaining why the adult had fewer teeth.  And then Larry Witmer got up to speak and every-
thing changed.  His CT study of Jane’s braincase compared to tyrannosaurid braincases 
stopped everybody.  They were too different to be explained by ontogeny. 
 
Jane is still a mystery! 
 
 It was a well done story. 
 
Dave Bergmann then showed a tape on Dinosaur Provincial Park from a series on the Great 
Canadian Parks that gave a very good overview of the park and its resources.  Phil Currie 
gave the tour of the park and all the many dinosaurs and other fossils found within it over the 
years. 
 
The meeting was adjourned for refreshments and further discussion. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Karen Nordquist, Secretary 
 

Mining Archaeology 
Minutes of the Archaeology Study Group Meeting – January 27, 2007 

 
Business Meeting:   
 
After welcoming all, including our guest, David Pogreba, chairperson Betsy Rogers thanked 
Bryan Nugent for leading the group while she was away.  She also announced that since she 
and Floyd will be traveling extensively, she asked Bryan to co-chair the Study Group.  He ac-
cepted.  We then discussed ways in which we can help in the Show March 17-18th.  The ar-
chaeology case will contain mining artifacts.   
 
February 24th the program will be on Monument Valley.  Dave Bergmann will show a 30 minute 
video regarding it.  Bryan will lead the discussion of petroglyphs and pictographs.  We are to 
bring any artifacts we have from Arizona.  On March 24th, Floyd Rogers will lead a hands-on 
demonstration and participation night on Flintknapping.  We are to bring our arrowheads.   
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Mining Archaeology (continued) 
 

Program:  Tonight’s program on mining archaeology is participatory.  
 
Bryan Nugent began with the discussion by answering the question “what is mining archae-
ology?” and shared his artifacts from the Braceville site.  Bryan mentioned that Shaft Mining 
historically began around AD1500 and continued into the present.  The Wilmington Star Mine 
#3 also known as the Braceville Mine is in Coal City, Illinois.  It operated from 1883-1901.  
There are two shafts to a shaft mine.  One brings in air to the miners.  The other is used to 
move the miners in and out of the mine and to take the materials (in this case coal) out.  Bryan 
also shared some pictures of miners: placing explosive charges in a hold of coal face, tamping 
in the charges, leading a mule, and doing other tasks related to mining. 
 
Among the extensive amount of mining artifacts from Braceville Bryan brought and shared the 
stories of, were mules shoes, a pick, a porcelain object used to guide rope, many spikes of dif-
ferent sizes, and a piece of rail.   
 
Floyd Rogers had brought an oxidized, serrated object: a piece of copper chiseled out during a 
mining process.  He found it in one of the mines in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan while on 
an ESCONI field trip many years ago. 
 
Dave Bergmann had brought several different types of mining lamps.  The tiny one had a wick 
in the spout.  He called it an old Ax lantern from the Galena mining area.  A miner would fill the 
lamp with oil, light the wick, then hook the lamp to the front of his helmet.  Wonder how many 
miners got burnt when they leaned over too far and the oil spilled out?  Another was a tungsten 
lamp from Michigan.  He also brought an old microscope used to examine mined specimens.  
It had a mirror that tilted to reflect light into the lens.  We all had fun trying to make it work for 
us.  
 
John Good shared several mining artifacts including a heavy piece of track and some fossils 
he had found with them at the same site.   
 
Betsy Rogers remembered field trips ESCONI took to shaft mines.  Two in particular stood out.  
One was in the upper peninsula of Michigan.  She and others remembered walking down the 
shaft in pitch black, climbing up into a hole in the ceiling and finding a huge room, then climb-
ing up the huge pile of rock resting against a wall.  Bats swarmed around our heads.  Over 15 
people were on that pile and we hardly covered the surface, looking for copper in the rubble.  
She brought a piece of copper from there.   
 
Betsy also talked about the field trip to Southern Illinois.  Until the recent past there were sev-
eral mines still working there; the Lead Hill, the Rose Hotel, the Annabel Lee and the Ozark 
Mahoning, better known as the Minerva Mine.  A field trip, led by Sheila and Dave Bergmann, 
many years ago had been to the Minerva Mine.  She brought several specimens of fluorite we 
collected on that trip.  You can find picture of specimens from the Annabel Lee mine at http://
beautifulminerals.com/museum3.html. 
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 She also brought pictures of a field trip to the Peabody Mine in Indiana in 1987.  Notice the 
mine equipment and the hills.  In the other picture, do you recognize Howard Svoboda and 
Don Brazda?  Howard and Bev said that was definitely him.  They recognized his hat!  We 
couldn’t remember who the others in the picture were.  Do you remember? 



MARCH 2007                             EARTH SCIENCE NEWS                                        PAGE 9 

 

Cartilage Preservation Lengthens Front Leg of Sauropod Dinosaur 
 

 
Further study of the humerus of Cetiosauriscus greppini a sauro-
pod dinosaur found in Switzerland in the 1860’s shows a well pre-
served cartilage capsule at the far end of the right humerus.  This 
cartilage is distinguished from the bone by color, surface structure 
and histology from the bone and indicates that there was a large 
cartilage structure at the joint of sauropods.  The material was 
studied using microanalysis (SEM) and a core drilled through the 
cartilage and bone.  The cartilage is light grey compared to the 
dark brown bone and extends over much of the distal humerus.  
The humerus is 20.6 in. (52.3 cm) long and the cartilage extends 
at its longest point almost a third the length of the bone.  The 
analysis showed two distinct tissues; one showed the external sur-
face of the bone covered by closely spaced circular pores identi-
fied as mineralized cartilage; and the bone itself composed of 
fibro-lamellar tissue with primary osteons and large vascular ca-
nals.  Both tissues are composed of apatite and the cavities are 
filled with sparry calcite which is the most common cavity filling 
mineral in fossil bone.  The microscopic structure of the cartilage 
resembles that of extant vertebrates.  It is puzzling why the carti-
lage survived on this one particular bone, although some of the 
bones could have been damaged during excavation or in prepara-
tion.  Or the cartilage could have been preserved because of some 
metabolic disease such as acroarthritis which would have caused 
the cartilage to harden more than usual causing it to be better pre-
served than usual.  The drawing at left shows the author’s depic-
tion of the right leg of the dinosaur with the cartilage capsule in 

place.  It would add an additional 1.25-2 in. (3-5 cm) to the height of a sauropod dinosaur.  
This would also have limited the mobility of the joint during locomotion.  (Abbreviations in draw-
ing are hu=humerus, ra=radius, ul=ulna, cart=cartilage, m. anc= m. anconaeous. m.bra=m. 
brachialis, m.bra in= m. brachialis inferior, ext= forelimb extensor muscles)  (Schwartz, Wings 
et al in J of Geo Sci, London Vol. 164 2007) 
 
 

New Paleontology Journal Causes Controversy 
 

The “Journal of Paleontological Sciences” or JPS is sponsored by the Association of Applied 
Paleontological Sciences (AAPS) is dedicated to helping preserve contributions of the entire 
Paleontological community, including amateurs and professional commercial paleontologists 

alongside the academics.  It is hoped that all will work  
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together with open and honest communication and cooperation to unlock the mysteries of an-
cient life.  Contributions will include peer-reviewed professional scientific papers on original 
research on museum specimens (and rarely on privately held specimens that meet strict guide-
lines).  There will also be non-peer reviewed trade articles on topics like field work, techniques, 
politics, etc.  There will be a press release section and a section for “AAPS Certified Specimen 
Registry”.  It will be an online registration database to help in the research of new specimens.  
There will also be a photographic section for archiving photos of maps, scans and other im-
ages on the JPS data base.  The committee members include Ken Carpenter of the Denver 
Museum, Bob Bakker of the Houston Museum, Rick Hebdon of Warfield Fossils, Walter Stein 
of PaleoAdventures (President), and others.  They have a peer review board of 20 professional 
paleontologists from the world of academia who have chosen to be anonymous.   
 
Needless to say, this has not pleased everybody.  The major problem of writing up fossils in 
private hands has always been its accessibility to science in the future.  If the owner chooses 
to sell it in the future it can be lost for future study.  The ideal is for the owner to donate it to a 
museum for scientific study.  But with the commercial fossil market what it has become, that is 
not always the most attractive alternative to some people.  It is interesting that AAPS renamed 
itself from American Association of Paleontological Suppliers before this venture.  The journal’s 
website is  www.aaps-journal.org  (Nature Vol. 445 1/18/07) 
 

What Did Arctodus Eat? 
 

A common hypothesis about Arctodus, the short-faced bear is that it was carnivorous and 
preyed on large terrestrial mammals.  A new study is out that proposes that instead this ursid 
ate more plant material and was not an ambush or pursuit predator and did not prey on large 
terrestrial mammals!  Let’s look at the evidence used in this study.  The high level of nitrogen 
15 and low level carbon 13 in the bone collagen found in 1995 studies of Arctodus show that it 
is a carnivore according to research.  However, living omnivorous brown bears overlap the 
range of Arctodus.  So these values are not conclusive.  The teeth of several older individuals 
showed that several showed flat wear facets indicating that they were being used for crushing 
and grinding plant material rather than for shearing meat.  There is also an enlarged premas-
seteric fossa on the mandible which is a depression for an enlarged jaw muscle for grinding 
plant matter.  The upper canines are shorter relative to skull size than extant big cats suggest-
ing that they were not killing by clamping the trachea or muzzle of their prey as the big cats do.  
In addition the eyes of Arctodus were smaller and more lateral facing than those of the big 
cats.  The insertions for the deltoid and pectoralis muscles were also shorter indicating less 
leverage which is important in subduing large prey.  A smaller supinator ridge on the humerus 
suggests reduced muscle development on the forearm compared to big cats also.  The medial 
epicondyle of the humerus is also less prominent indicating less pronation of the forearm or 
wrist in Arctodus.  All of these features make it less powerful than the big cats of today.  As far 
as hunting strategy, the crouch would have been difficult to accelerate from with a shorter tri-
ceps muscle on Arctodus.  The lumbar vertebrae have rectangular spines with little space be-
tween them and horizontal transverse processes that provided no leverage to flex the vertebral 
column. Indicating limited capacity for flexion and extension.  The tiger by contrast has cra-
nially angled spines with spaced vertebrae and ventrally projecting processes.  Thus, Arctodus 
was probably slow to accelerate and had a lower maximum speed.  Their long legs might have 
meant a fairly high speed, but their bad sight would have been a handicap as a  
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pursuit predator.  Their hind feet were also plantigrade unlike those of all living predators that 
depend on speed.  All these factors lead the authors to suspect that Arctodus got most of his 
meat by scavenging, not by active hunting.  The short rostrum and broad muzzle, along with 
the lack of digging adaptation on the front feet for roots, supports a high plant material diet.  
(Sorkin in Historical Biology 18/1) 
 

The First Biplane Invented by a Dinosaur – Microraptor? 
 
 

Sankar Chatterjee of Texas Tech University feels that Microraptor 
gui, the dinosaur with four feathered limbs would not have glided 
as it was first pictured with its four limbs splayed out to its side lat-
erally, with its wings in a tandem pattern.  Many feel that it would 
not have been possible for the animal to splay its hips to hold its 
legs out in that position.  It would have more likely glided with its 
front wings spread out from its body but with its rear legs facing 
forward and down like a raptor catching prey. The drawing shows 
Microraptor gliding above a biplane.    

Chatterjee et al in PNAS) 
 

Terror Bird in Florida Before Land Bridge – Titanis 
 
Bruce MacFadden of the University of Florida now reports that Titanis walleri was in Florida a 
million years before the land bridge connected North and South America 3 MYA.  This 7 foot 
tall terror bird had previously been dated at 10,000 YA in Texas and Florida and a new geo-
chemical technique analyzing rare earth elements was used for the new dates.  This new 
method dates the fossil bones to 5 MYA indicating that the flightless birds arrived 2 MY before 
the Panamanian land bridge formed.  It is known from a toe bone in Texas and 40 bone frag-
ments from Florida.  The carnivorous animal grew to 330 pounds with powerful feet and a head 
larger than a man’s.  (MacFadden et al in Geology) 
 

First Stegosaur Found Out of North America – Portugal 
 

 
A partial skeleton from the Upper Jurassic rocks of Portugal have 
been identified as the first member of the genus Stegosaurus ever 
found outside of North America.  It was found in rocks of the same 
age as the Morrison Formation in North America reinforcing the close 
formation of the two Formations in the Late Jurassic.  This also 
strengthens the evidence for a corridor between Newfoundland and 
Portugal during this time (148-153 MYA) as indicated by the arrow on 
the map at the left.  (Escaso et al in Naturwissenschafen 12/23/06) 
 

Submitted by Karen Nordquist, Paleontology Study Group 
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ARCHAEOLOGY NEWS 

Gilded youth 
 
A sandstone lintel painted with gilded solar child deities was unearthed yesterday at the Tem-
ple of Mut in Luxor, reports Nevine El-Aref  

 

 
 
Excavators from the Brooklyn Museum stumbled upon the unique lintel painted with five 
gilded deities during routine cleaning of the precinct enclosure wall of the temple. Topped with 
a cavetto cornice embellished with painted stripes, the lintel is well preserved. It is framed by 
rounded moulding and the decoration includes raised relief figures. The five gilded solar dei-
ties appear sitting on lotus blossoms against a blue backdrop, representing the sky, each with 
a finger in its mouth. The first and last are crowned with the sun disk, the second wears a 
double crown, the third a hem-hem crown and the fourth a two-plumed crown. The golden 
child gods sit before an offering table to the right of which are two figures, the first an ape, 
whose face still bears some gilding, wearing a modius and feather with his arms raised in a 
gesture of worship. Apes are often shown in connection with the sun. The second figure is of 
the goddess Taweret, crowned with cow's horns, a sun disk and two feathers. 
Sabri Abdel-Aziz, head of the Ancient Egyptian Department at the Supreme Council of Antiq-
uities, says early studies suggest the lintel may date from the late Intermediate Period. The 
newly discovered artifact is now being cleaned and restored. 
   
  Article found online at Al-Ahram Weekly : http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/2007/830/fr2.htm  
 

 
 
Pieces of Cloths Found in Chehr-Abad Mine to be Studied  
 
Tehran, 31 January 2007 (CHN Foreign Desk) -- A team of experts from Iran’s Cultural Heri-
tage and Tourism Organization and University of Zanjan is to start examining 300 pieces of 
cloths ranging in date from the Achaemenid Empire (550-330 BC) to the Parthian dynastic era 
(248 BC-224 AD) which have been discovered in Chehr Abad salt mine in Zanjan province.  
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In addition to the 5 salt mummies, more than 300 pieces of cloths in different sizes belonging 
to the Achaemenid and Parthian dynastic eras have been discovered in Chehr-Abad historical 
mine in Zanjan that are subject of a new research by experts.  The discovered cloths are differ-
ent in size, some even more than one square meter. Some of them also bear beautiful de-
signs.  
  
According to Abolfazl Aali, head of archeology team in Chehr Abad historic mine, the depart-
ment of science of University of Zanjan that is known for its chemical researches, has provided 
the archeology team with some laboratory facilities to undertake research on these cloths.  
  
During their studies, archeologists are determined to identify the textile design and the original 
colors of the discovered fabrics.  
  
Chehr Abad salt mine in Zanjan province is one of the most prominent historical sites in Iran. 
Discovery of some valuable cultural evidence in Chehr Abad mine including five human bodies 
mummified due to natural conditions of the salt mine and have thus become known as ‘salt 
men’ attracted the attention of world archeologists to this historic mine.  
  
Since the bodies were mummified, their clothes have remained almost intact and the colors are 
largely unchanged, giving experts a chance to study them in more detail.  
 
Read more on Iranian salt mummies at      http://www.mummytombs.com/mummylocator/
featured/saltmummies.htm 

Article found online at www.chnpress.com 

 
Ancient footprints found on Welsh beach  
 
 
A BEACHCOMBER claims he has found ancient human footprints dating back 8,000 years, 
embedded in an ancient Welsh peat bed.  Steve Maitland Thomas was walking on Kenfig 
Beach, Porthcawl, with his friend John Blundell, when they found a number of ancient size-
eight footprints. 
 
He said, "We found the first on January 19, the day after storms had whipped up the sand re-
vealing the bedrock below. The peat beds were formed from the floor of a vast forest, which 
once stretched right across the valley which now forms the Bristol Channel, until sea levels 
rose approximately 8,000 years ago."  The next day they found about 10 more footprints, going 
in both directions, along with smaller ones that could have been made by a child. 
 
"The prints are deeply impressed into the surface, which illustrates their antiquity as the peat 
beds are now almost rock-hard, having been under tons of sand for the last 6,000 years. 
"They have only recently been revealed and will be covered with sand again - hopefully - within 
the next month or so." 
 
Article found online at:    http://icwales.icnetwork.co.uk     
by Sally Williams, Western Mail 
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UPCOMING SHOWS AND EVENTS 

 
Chicago Rocks & Minerals Society Silent Auction 
March 10, 2007 Time 5:30 to 10p 
Salvation Army Corps 
Irving Park Bldg. 4056 N. Pulaski, Chicago, IL 
 
Jeri & Jody’s Rock, Gem & Fossil Show 
April 22, 2007 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Orland Park Civic Center 
14750 Ravinia 
Orland Park, IL 
Admission $2 
Demonstrations, Jewelry, Fossils, Minerals, beads, rock sets for school, dinosaur dung, Dino-
saur gizzard stones, Turquoise jewelry 
Jody's Gems  (708) 361-1673, Jeri's Rock Shop (708) 687-5767 
 
Geodeland Earth Science Clubs, Inc. 27th Annual Show  
March 10-11, 2007 
Western Illinois University 
Murry St. Macomb, IL  
Saturday 10 am to 6 pm, Sunday 10 am to 5 pm, Free Admission.  For info contact Steve Hol-
ley (309-647-8864) or e-mail: ilfossil@hotmail.com 
 
Chicagoland 31st Gem and Mineral Show, Memorial Day Weekend 2007 
Dupage County Fairground, Wheaton, Illinois 

 
LIZZADRO MUSEUM:  March 3 “Diamond Legacies” 
Diamond replica specialist, Scott Sucher presents the legends surrounding some of the most 
famous and controversial diamonds in history. 
Learn where the largest diamonds have been found. Explore the myths and disappearance of 
some famous diamonds. See how modern techniques and research can be used to prove and 
disprove certain theories about controversial diamonds. 
Lecture - Adult - 60 minutes - 2:00 p.m. 
Regular Museum Admission, Reservations Recommended 
 

LIZZADRO MUSEUM:  March 24 “Mazon Creek Fossil Collecting Field Trip”  
Join Jim Fairchild of the Earth Science Club of Northern Illinois on a trip to Braidwood, Illinois 
to collect Mazon Creek fossils at the world famous site Pit 11 and other locations. Learn what 
to look for when collecting these special fossils and how to open them. Travel by motor coach, 
bring a sack lunch and get ready to collect. Make reservations early this field trip fills up fast! 
Field Trip - 8 yrs. to Adult 
8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. - $25.00 per person, Museum Members $20.00 per person 
Reservations Required: (630) 833-1616 
 
Morton Arboretum: N030 - Illinois Archaeology   March 20-22, 2007   
Jack MacRae, Naturalist, Forest Preserve District of DuPage County 
This class will summarize over 12,000 years of prehistoric life in Illinois. Learn the amazing sto-
ries of such notable sites as Cahokia, Dickson Mounds, the American Bottoms, and the Grand 
Village of the Illinois. 
3/20/2007, Tue  7:00PM  9:00PM; 3/22/2007, Thu  7:00PM  9:00PM 
FEES  Member Fee $28.00, Non-Member Fee $34.00 
Location:   Room D, Thornhill  Call 630-719-2468 
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 E.S.C.O.N.I. 
GEM-MINERAL-FOSSIL 

SHOW 

COLLEGE OF DUPAGE 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Saturday   March 17, 2007    10 A.M. to 5 P.M. 

Sunday      March 18, 2007    10 A.M. to 4 P.M. 
 

FREE ADMISSION & PARKING 
 

Earth Science Club of Northern Illinois 

WWW.ESCONI.ORG 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

College of DuPage – SRC 2800 
(see map on back) or www.cod.edu 

Dealers Attractions 

    

Rib River Fossils Demonstrations 

Exclusive Inspiration Light Refreshments 

Mineral Miner Book Sale 

Southwest Treasures Kids Korner 

Silvertown Fine Jewelry Live & Silent Auction 

Lavin's Gems and Jewelry Museum Exhibits 

Geodon Gems Door Prizes 

Blackberry Creek Minerals Gingko Trees 
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   College Of DuPage 
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2007 ESCONI CALENDAR 

Revised 12/15/06 

Dates are subject to change: see Bulletin.  
 
College of DuPage (COD) Building K, Room #161 for most meetings. 
 
ESCONI Show March 17-18 in SRC 2800 
 
There will be no Flea Market this year. 
 
No scheduled meetings for Lapidary; contact Don Cronauer for information.  
(Lapidary meets Room #162, Arts Center) 

GROUP 
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