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John Good & Karen Nordquist are delegates to Chicagoland Gems & Minerals Association. 
Betsy and Floyd Rogers are Show Chair for 2007 
 
The aim of the Earth Science Club of Northern Illinois is to promote an interest in the Earth Sciences.  
In addition to the regular General Meeting, study group meetings are held monthly.  They are held by 
groups of ESCONI members interested in the studies of Archaeology, Mineralogy, Micromounts, Paleon-
tology, and the Lapidary Arts.  There are also study sessions for Junior members to help them learn more 
about the earth sciences.  From time to time field trips are arranged.  ESCONI has a fine library of books 
on the earth sciences that are available to members.   
 
We welcome the attendance of all interested persons at any or all sessions.  The schedule is printed on 
the back page (date, time and place of meeting).  Specific information is published in this bulletin.   
 
Membership is $15.00 (which includes the Bulletin) for family membership.  Dues are payable either at the 
monthly meetings of by mailing to the Membership Chair listed above.   
 
Deadline for Bulletin articles to the editor is the 3rd weekend of each month. 
 
Articles in this publication may be reprinted if full credit is given the author and The Earth Science News.  
Exchange bulletins may be mailed directly to the Editor.   
 

ESCONI website is www.esconi.org 
Webmaster is John Good 
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September 2007 President's Message 
  
It seems that summer is over already!  How did that happen?  We were just getting into the 
swing of summer and it’s back to school already.  That also means it’s back to ESCONI.  
Please join us at our monthly general meetings, study groups and field trips. 
 
Did you do any fossil or mineral hunting during the summer months?  If so, bring your treas-
ures to our paleontology and micro-mineral September study groups.  We will have show and 
tell at those meetings and you can share your new finds. 
 
The annual MAZON CREEK OPEN HOUSE will be held October 20, 2007 at the Elgin Public 
Museum.  Hours are 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  There will be speakers, a silent auction and fos-
sil identification.  Bring your Mazon Creek fossils if you need them identified.  The museum is 
located at 225 Grand Blvd., Elgin, IL 60120.  You may contact Margaret Stromberg for addi-
tional information at (847) 741-6655 or check out their website at 
www.elginpublicmuseum.com. 
 
ESCONI FLEA MARKET 2007 – Saturday, Oct 6 in SRC 1450AB at College of DuPage.  
 
The September speaker will be Roy Plotnick on the new fossil discoveries in the Central Lime-
stone Quarry near Morris, IL. 
 

Annual Dues to increase for 2008 
 
The ESCONI board had voted to raise the annual dues to $20.00 per year per family.  The 
reasons for this are many.  As you are aware, consumer prices continue to increase and this 
includes the cost of printing, postage and room rental at the College of DuPage.  Although we 
are a not-for-profit organization, our by-laws state the annual dues should cover the cost of our 
monthly bulletin.  Even though prices have steadily increased, we have not raised the ESCONI 
dues since 1987, 20 years ago.  We have now arrived at the time we need to do just that. 
 
We feel that $20.00 is not out of line for the benefits of speaker lectures, study groups and our 
Spring Show at the College of DuPage (room rental); as well as the opportunity to attend ES-
CONI field trips (insurance) and to receive our monthly bulletin (printing and postage).  Con-
sider the price of gasoline or a coffee drink at Starbucks!    ESCONI is still a great bargain. 
 
I also wish to thank my fellow board members and other volunteers, who help keep ESCONI 
vital, for all their hard work and dedication.  Many hours are needed to keep us going and it 
could not be done without all their effort. 
 
 Remember to visit our website often for up to date information: www.esconi.org. 
 

Jim Fairchild, President 
jimfairchild@comcast.net  
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E.S.C.O.N.I Junior Group 
 
 

September 15 Field Trip Is Planned to the 
Volo Bog; there will be no meeting before the 
September General Meeting 

General Meeting 
8:00 PM, September 14, 2007 

College of DuPage K-161 

8:00 P.M. 

Roy Plotnick will discuss the new fossil dis-
coveries in the Central Limestone Quarry lo-
cated near Morris, IL. 

Mineral-Micromount 
7:30 PM, September 8, 2007 

College of DuPage K-161 

7:30 P.M. 
  

Video on Minerals (To Be Announced) 

Paleontology 
7:30 PM, September 15, 2007 

College of DuPage K-161 

7:30 P.M. 
 

Show and Tell—Bring your fossils 

Archaeology 
7:30 PM, September22, 2007 

College of DuPage K-161 

7:30 P.M. 
 

The Archaeology of Monument Valley Utah, 
presented by Bryan Nugent 

ESCONI Field Trips 
8:45 AM, September 15, 2007 

Lone Star Quary -  contact John Good for 
reservations at 630-483-2363 or  
ESCONI@hotmail.com 
 

ESCONI Field Trips 
9:00 AM, September 22 & 23, 2007 

Braceville, IL  to collect Mazon Creek Fossils 
contact John Good for reservations at 630-
483-2363 or ESCONI@hotmail.com 

BOARD MEETING 
7:30 PM, September 28, 2007 

K-161  

                                                  SEPTEMBER 2007 ESCONI EVENTS 

  
           

Remember the Flea Market, October 6, 2007Remember the Flea Market, October 6, 2007Remember the Flea Market, October 6, 2007Remember the Flea Market, October 6, 2007    

New Location COD SRC  Room 1450 A & BNew Location COD SRC  Room 1450 A & BNew Location COD SRC  Room 1450 A & BNew Location COD SRC  Room 1450 A & B    
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Membership News 
 

  The membership dues will increase to $20.00 for 2008.  
 
Please email to me any updates of your information.  If the address labels on your bulletins are 
correct, I don’t need that - I’m especially interested in email addresses and phone numbers, 
particularly those who have obtained email after they became members.  
 

Eileen Mizerk, Membership 
2094 Windward Lane 
Hanover Park  IL  60133-6183 
(630) 289-7736 
emizerk@comcast.net 

 

 

                                 Flea Market Pictures of 2005 
 



         E.S.C.O.N.I.  
              ROCKHOUND 

            FLEA MARKET     

 LIVE & SILENT AUCTION 

   COLLEGE OF DUPAGE 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

    Saturday October 6, 2007    10 A.M. to 4 P.M. 
      

        FREE ADMISSION & PARKING  
 New Location – COD SRC 1450 A & B         

       Earth Science Club Of Northern Illinois 

                      WWW.ESCONI.ORG 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

      BARGAINS GALORE 

Ideal For Kids 

… And Teachers 

  

Jewelry 

Gems and Minerals 

Fossils 

Books and Magazines 

Lapidary Equipment 

                                              College of DuPage 

                                  SRC 1450 A & B 

                                                   www.cod.edu  
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    ESCONI Field Trips 
 
Field Trip #7   
September 15, 2007 Lone Star quarry. Olgesby, Illinois  8:45 AM  Fossils Sharks Teeth 
 
Age limit of 13 and above. Children must be supervised by parent. Hard Hats Required. 
 
Meet at the Lone Star Quarry outside of Olgesby, Illinois at 8:45 A.M.. Take I-80 to Exit 81, 
South Hy 178. Take South Hy 178 south across the Illinois River. Turn right at Highway 71. Go 
past East 651st Road.  Look for the Lone Star Quarry sign at the next road.   Turn there and 
park along the road.  The quarry entrance will be locked.  Total distance from Hanover Park to 
Olgesby is 97 miles. 
 
We will be collecting fossils from a working quarry. Avoid the walls of the quarry. Shark's teeth 
have been found here. New areas of black shale have been exposed. Boots are recom-
mended. An Estwing rock hammer is the best tool. Knee pads, backpacks, fanny packs and 
extra clothes are also a plus. Bring a bucket for the fossils. Bring plenty of water and a lunch. 
Please call John Good at 630-483-2363 for reservations or e-mail at ESCONI-
TRIPS@comcast.net. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Field Trip #8   
September 22,23 2007 - Braceville, Illinois   9:00 A.M.  Mazon Creek Fossils (Tentative) 
 
No Age Limit.  Helmets Not Required.   Please call John Good at 630-483-2363 for reserva-
tions or e-mail at ESCONI-TRIPS@comcast.net. 
 
Meet at the BP Amoco gas station in Coal City.  Take I-55 to Exit 236 (Coal City).  Take a right 
onto Highway 113 (Division Street).  Go west to Broadway Street and Division in Coal City. 
 
We will be collecting Mazon Creek concretions from a old spoil pile.  Hard Hats are not re-
quired.  Boots are recommended.  An Estwing rock hammer is the best tool.  A small shovel is 
helpful.  Knee pads, backpacks, fanny packs, extra clothes (you will get wet and muddy) are 
also a plus.  Bring a bucket for the fossils 
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Come one, come all! 
 

Juniors’ Field Trip to Volo Bog 

Ingleside, IL 
 

 

Come join us on Saturday, September 15, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. as we explore Volo Bog 

State Natural Area, 28478 West Brandenburg Road, Ingleside, Illinois  60041. Just 45 

miles northwest of Chicago is the state’s only quaking bog with an open water center.  It is 

also the furthest south bog in all of North America to still have the pond. 

 

What is a quaking bog?  How was it formed? When was it formed?  Why are tamarack 

trees present there?  What kinds of special plant and animal communities reside there?  

These and many more questions will be answered as we explore the Natural Area’s Visitor 

Center and the bog itself. 

We will be having a 1-2 hour presentation by park naturalists. 

 

Learn how Volo Bog was formed.  Then explore the unique wetland for rare and fascinating 

plants and secretive animals.  Scary tales of Boogey Men and Bog Bodies conclude our Bog 

Life Program. 

  

There is no cost for this field trip.  However, please remember that field trips are only open 

to current ESCONI members.  Participation is encouraged for Junior members, but the field 

trip is open all ESCONI members. Reservations are being taken until September 10th.  

 

Volo Bog is located on Brandenburg Road west of Highway 12 between Highways 120 to 

the south and 134 to the north.  From the west, Brandenburg Road may be reached by 

taking 120 through McHenry, Illinois, then turning north on Chapel Hill Road, then east 

(right) on Lincoln 2.5 miles to Brandenburg where you’ll turn left and go ½ mile to the 

park entrance. 

 

For further information or to make your reservation, please contact Joe Kubal, ESCONI 

Junior’s Co-Chair, 30W600 Sunrise Road, Naperville, IL  60563, 630-983-6159,  

SMKubal0712@aol.com.   

 

Note: This field trip is in lieu of the regular Junior’s meeting for September.   We will meet 

at College of DuPage again in October.  
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New Basal Dinosauromorph Found at Ghost Ranch – Dromomeron 

 
A new dino relative with a Field Museum connection has made the 
cover of Science (art by Donna Bragininetz with Dromomeron in 
lower left, and Silesaurus-like animal in bottom center and Chinde-
saurus bryansmalli in top center and coelophysoid theropod in up-
per right) and adds to the evolution of dinosaurs.  It has been 
named Dromomeron romeri (dro-MO-mer-on RO-mer-eye) from 
the Greek ‘dromas’ for running’ and ‘meros’ for femur.  The spe-
cies name is for Alfred Sherwood Romer who first described the 
dinosaur precursors from Argentina, including Lagerpeton.  Na-
than Smith is a doctoral student at the University of Chicago and a 
research associate at the Field Museum (a student of Peter 
Makovicky) and is working with Kevin Padian and others on this 
project at the Ghost Ranch in New Mexico where many fossils of 
Coelophysis dinosaurs have been found.  The holotype is a left 
femur with paratypes including a right femur, and left tibia, a par-

tial right femur, a complete left tibia, a complete astragalocalcaneum, and a nearly complete 
right femur.  These small pre-dinosaurs (18 inches high at the shoulder and 3 feet long) lived 
at the same time as the early dinosaurs some 215 MYA and it was a side branch.  Many of 
these pre dinosaur species may have survived along with the early dinosaurs until the end of 
the Triassic extinction event when dinosaurs truly became dominant.  With no skull it is not 
known if it was an herbivore or a carnivore.  (Irmis et al in Science Vol. 317 7/20/07) 
 

Baby Mammoth Uncovered In Siberia 

 
This 40,000 year old six month old young female 
mammoth is so well preserved that it looks like it 
just died recently.  It is about 33 inches tall, 51 
inches from trunk to tail, and weighs about 110 
pounds at about the time that mammoths were 
going extinct.  It was found by a reindeer herder, 
Yuri Khudi, in May who named it after his wife, 
Lyuba.  It was in Salekhard on the Yamal penin-
sula.  The eyes are intact and there is a notch in 
the end of the trunk that is rarely seen.  There is 
also some fur on the body.  However, the tail is 
bitten off.  There are not many baby mammoths 

but Lyuba will join a male baby Dima who was found in Magadan in Russia’s Far East in 1977.  
Once again there is talk of cloning a mammoth by some scientists, while others still say that 
the DNA would be too damaged to be used.  And still others say why bring it back when its 
natural habitat is gone.  It is being transferred to Jikei University School of Medicine in Tokyo 
where it will be studied.  They will do three dimensional computer map of the body there before 
they return it to St. Petersburg for an autopsy before being put on display in Salekhard.  
(Reuters)  
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Giant Penguin Fossil Found in Peru – Icadyptes 

 
Just as we are hearing stories of penguins disappearing due to global warming, here is one about 
a huge penguin that lived long ago in Peru.  It lived 36 MYA and stood 1.5 meters (4.9 ft) tall and 
weighed as much as a person.  It had powerful forearms, a chunky neck and an 18 cm (7.1 in.) 
long beak.  What is strange is that this large penguin is found in equatorial Peru at such an early 
date.  They have two very well preserved fossils that they have named Icadyptes salasi.  Its beak 
is very sharp and different from that of other penguins suggesting that it may have speared its prey 
while swimming.  In general, it was thought that the larger size was better in cold water to reduce 
the ratio of surface area to volume to conserve heat.  Thus in warmer climates like Peru 36 MYA 
one would expect a species to get smaller with a warmer climate.  Perhaps there had been an 
ocean upwelling near Peru causing an abundance of food there.  It had been believed that pen-
guins did not reach equatorial regions until 4 to 8 MYA.  Today only the Humboldt penguin is found 
on the coast of Peru.  The largest giant penguin known is Anthropornis nordenskjoeldi that lived 6 
MYA which measured up to 2 meters (6.6 FT) high and weighed about 100 kg (220 pds).  It is 
known from fossils off Seymour Island off Antarctica and New Zealand.  The drawing above shows 
Icadyptes (second from right) in relation to a man at the right and several other living penguins for 
size.  (Clarke et al in Proc. Natl Acad of Sci ) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Tiny Winged Lizard from Virginia – Mecistotrachelos 
 
Researchers from the Virginia Museum of Natural History almost 
missed the fossil thinking that it looked like a fish tail.  Upon closer 
observation they saw a small head and saw that it was something 
else.  It is a small long necked insect eating reptile that lived 250 
MYA that they have named Mecistotrachelos aperoros.  Its head 
is one inch long and the neck is two inches long and they believe 
that it is related to the extinct Tanystopheus from Europe with its 6 
foot long neck.  Insect fossils have been found at this site since it 
was discovered in 1975.  They used CT scanning to reveal the 

fossil since the small bones were too delicate to prepare.  The fossil will go on display at the Mu-
seum next month.  (Fraser and Dooley) 
 

Karen Nordquist, Paleontology 



SEPTEMBER 2007                             EARTH SCIENCE NEWS                                        PAGE   9 

 

 

Expanded Knowledge about Stonehenge and Vicinity 
  D. C. Cronauer 

 

 
 
When I visited the Stonehenge site about 15 years ago, the pamphlets stated that little was 
known about the specific inhabitants of Stonehenge and the local sites.  There were descrip-
tions of life as it developed in these lands through time, much of which was based upon a wide 
range of excavations.  
 
Recently there has been a great expansion of the knowledge about Stonehenge and other 
sites found in the vicinity.  Much of this information is the result of The Stonehenge Riverside 
Project that is being directed by Professor Mike Parker Pearson of the University of Sheffield in 
cooperation with numerous other archaeologists and students (20 and 170, respectively in 
2006).  The above picture and most of the information that is discussed below is drawn from 
the following web sites and reports of his work: 

1. http:/www.shef.ac.uk/content/1/c6/02/21/27/summary-interimreport-2006.pdf The Stone-
henge Riverside Project; Summary Interim Report on the 2006 Season 
2. http://www.shef.ac.uk/archaeology/research/stonehenge  Stonehenge Riverside Project: 
New Approaches to Durrington Walls 
3. http://www.shef.ac.uk/mediacentre/2007/729.html  31 January 2007; Sheffield archaeolo-
gists unearth huge settlement at Stonehenge 
4. http://www.shef.ac.uk/archaeology/prospectiveug/fieldwork/stonehenge.html The Stone-
henge Riverside Project: New Approaches to Durrington Walls 
5.http://www.shef.ac.uk/archaeology/research/stonehenge/stonehenge01.html Stonehenge 
Riverside Project: Background part I 
6. Atkinson, R.J.C., Stonehenge and Neighbouring Monuments, English Heritage, 1990. 

The Stonehenge area is rich with archaeological sites.  These include: Stonehenge, Wood-
henge, Durrington Walls, various Barrows (burial sites including Cursus, New King, Old King, 
Winterborne Stoke), “The Avenue,” and “The Curcus.”  To the north is Avebury with a number 
of Circles, Barrows, Hills, Sanctuary, and the likes.  (As a note, this is a tremendous place to 
visit, and it is obvious that the ancient people were intelligent, well organized, and motivated to 
carry out all of their hard work projects.)  

Atkinson (5) presented a time line as follows: Stonehenge I (3,300 – 2,600 BC); Durrington 
Walls (2,800 – 2,500 BC); Woodhenge (2,350 – 2,200 BC); Stonehenge II (2,300 – 2,000 BC) 
that overlaps with IIIA, B & C to about 1,300, and IV that falls between 1,300 and about 900 
BC.  These periods were modified by Parker Pearson. 
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Emphasis in the recent excavation project of Mike Parker Pearson is in the area of Durrington 
Walls and Woodhenge, which is about 2 to 3 miles northeast of Stonehenge. The following are 
portions of the text and pictures drawn from references 1 and 3, above. 

The excavations reveal an enormous ancient settlement that once housed hundreds of people. 
Archaeologists believe the houses 
were constructed and occupied by 
the builders of nearby Stonehenge.  
The houses have been radiocarbon 
dated to 2600-2500 B.C., the same 
period Stonehenge was built.  The 
discoveries help confirm a theory 
that Stonehenge did not stand in 
isolation but was part of a much 
larger religious complex used for 
funerary ritual.  

Durrington Walls is the world´s larg-
est known henge. It is some 450 
metres across and encloses a se-
ries of concentric rings of huge tim-
ber posts. It is located less than 
two miles from Stonehenge. 

Eight of the houses´ remains were excavated in the Stonehenge Riverside Project.  Six of the 
floors were found well-preserved. Each house once measured about 5 metres square and had 
a clay floor and central hearth. The team found 4,600-year-old debris strewn across floors, 
postholes and slots, which once 
anchored wooden furniture that 
had disintegrated long ago.  
Also found were two other Neo-
lithic houses, each surrounded 
by a timber fence and a sub-
stantial ditch. Isolated from the 
others, these houses may have 
been dwellings of community 
leaders, chiefs or priests living 
separately from the rest of the 
community.  
 
The rest of the houses are clus-
tered on both sides of an im-
posing stone-surfaced avenue 
some 30 metres wide and 170 
metres long, found in 2005 and further excavated by the team in 2006. The avenue connects 
remains of a colossal timber circle with the River Avon.  
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The discovery of houses within and outside Durrington Walls suggests that a large area of the 
valley in which the henge lies was probably covered in dwellings. The existence of the avenue, 
which mirrors one at nearby Stonehenge, indicates people once moved between the two 
monuments via the river. Other than arrowheads, the absence of grinding querns and the lack 
of carbonised grain indicate that this was a `consumer´ site. The midsummer and midwinter 
solstice alignments of the Durrington and Stonehenge architecture suggest seasonal occupa-
tion. It is likely that these dwellings were lived in by the builders of the Southern Circle and 
Stonehenge. 

The considerable quantities of pig and cattle bones, pottery, flint arrowheads and lithic debris 
indicate that occupation and consumption were intense. The many articulated and unfrag-
mented animal bones are likely to be debris of the wasteful consumption resulting from feas-
ing.  
 
The following picture is that of Woodhenge, which is in the vicinity of the above excavations.  It 
apparently was first observed by pilots who noted differences in the colors of plants growing in 
the fields.  Note that the post holes are shown as cement markers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In summary, this area is a tremendous location to visit.  In addition, it is interesting to study the 
people who lived here.  
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 MINERALOGY/MICROMOUNT           June 9, 2007 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by  Kathy Dedina. 
John Good announced upcoming field trips. 
Jim Daly provided information on upcoming shows in Bloomington, IN and South Bend, IN. 
The programs for the Fall meetings were decided: 
September- Video to be determined. 
October- Micromounting techniques. 
November- Agates. 
December- Identification Contest, possibly using micromount specimens. 
This month’s program was on Greenland. 
Kathy Dedina, filling in for Phil Smith, discussed the history of exploration and mining in 
Greenland. 
Kathy then gave her own presentation on the geology of Greenland. 
John Good described fluorescent minerals from Greenland, illustrated by web pictures. 
Jim Daly described the minerals from some Greenland localities: Ivigtut, Ilimaussaq, Narssars-
suk and Disko Island. 
These presentations will be presented in future issues of Earth Science News as space per-
mits. 
 
Refreshments were provided by Kathy and Judy Dedina. 
Submitted by Jim Daly 
 

Minerals of Greenland by Jim Daly 
  

Mindat.org lists 368 different minerals from Greenland, and shows that Greenland is the type 
locality for 78 of them. 
  
All localities are on or very near the coast, since the interior is covered with ice (which, inciden-
tally, is the most plentiful mineral in Greenland). I’ll only try to cover a few of the more impor-
tant localities. 
  
Ivigtut 
  
This locality is a mine for aluminum ore. The ore is cryolite. Cryolite is an unusual mineral, in 
that it is quite rare everywhere else in the world, but abundant at this one locality. I’m sure 
there are other such minerals, but the only one that comes to mind is franklinite. 
At least 90 minerals have been found in the cryolite mass, in the granite pegmatite associated 
with it, and in veins in the granite. The most interesting are the 16 fluoride minerals. These are 
cryolite, cryolithionite, chiolite, thomsenolite, pachnolite, ralstonite, prosopite, jarlite, acuminite, 
bogvadite, boggildite, elpasolite, fluorite, gearksutite, stenonite and weberite. 
 
Ilimaussaq 
  
Ilimaussaq is actually a region surrounding the town of Narssaq and Tunugdliarfik Fjord. It is 
the most mineral-rich area in Greenland, with almost 200 species found there. A much larger 
percentage of the minerals are silicates than would be found in most localities. At the same 
time, the silica content in the rock-forming minerals is low! 
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In reading through a list of the minerals from Ilimaussaq, I was struck by how many I would 
have related to the Kola Peninsula of Russia, and Mont St. Hilaire, Quebec. Quite a few were 
actually first found at Ilimaussaq. 
There’s another example of an otherwise rare mineral found in large quantities. Eudialyte, 
which we know best from Mont St. Hilaire, At Ilimaussaq it’s found in a layer 3 feet thick, and is 
counted as a rock-forming mineral! It is also found as crystals, some as large as 10 cm. These 
were originally thought to be garnet of an unusual form. 
Naujakasite is a mineral unique to Ilimaussaq, and very plentiful there. In some areas it consti-
tutes over 75% of the rock. It also forms crystals, diamond-shaped, with mica-like cleavage 
and a pearly luster. 
Sorensenite is another mineral unique to Ilimaussaq. It is usually found inergrown with anal-
cime, in elongated tabular crystals or lath-like aggregates. 
Steenstrupine-(Ce) is perhaps the most common of the REE minerals at Ilimaussaq. It forms 
black or brown trigonal crystals. 
Tugtupite is another interesting mineral from this locality. So far, it is only known from Lovoz-
ero, Kola, Russia, Mont St. Hilaire and Ilimaussaq. It is much more plentiful here than the other 
two localities. Tugtupite has a very unusual property. The color of many minerals, such as to-
paz, fade on exposure to sunlight. Tugtupite, on the other hand, fades when kept in the dark, 
and turns red when exposed to sunlight or UV. I’m not sure how long it takes to fade. I have a 
specimen that hasn’t seen much light in the past 20+ years, but is still red. It is also strongly 
fluorescent under both LW & SW UV. 
  

Narssarssuk 
  
Narssarssuk is a pegmatite near Igaliko Fjord, south of Ivigtut. The mineralogy is quite similar 
to Mont St. Hilaire, and a comparative study of the two localities has been going on for the past 
20 years. About 60 minerals have been identified from the locality, and it is the type locality for 
16 or them. Many are found in excellent micro crystals. Some of the minerals for which Nars-
sarssuk is the type locality are: 
Ancylite, ashcroftine, astrophyllite, elpidite, epididymite, leifite, lorenzenite, narsarsukite and 
synchysite,  all of which we generally associate with Mont St. Hilaire, and neptunite, which we 
are more familiar with from San Benito Co., CA. 
  
Uivfaq and Disko Island 

  
One more unusual occurrence in Greenland has to be mentioned- native iron. These localities 
and Siberia are, as far as I can determine, the only localities for native iron of indisputably ter-
restrial origin. Disko Island is listed as the type locality. 
The low humidity and temperature in Greenland is probably the reason for this unique occur-
rence. Native iron almost anywhere else would have rusted away long ago. This is the same 
reason Antarctica is a fertile area for finding meteorites. 
  
References: 
Mineralogical Record 24, number 2 (March-April 1993) 
www.mindat.org 
 
Jim Daly 
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Local Calendar of Events 
 

Field Museum Events 
 
Saturday, September 29, 2007  8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Introduction to Rock Identification and Fossil Collecting 
Participants will travel to the abandoned mines near Mazon Creek to collect rock and fossil 
specimens. Trip will focus on the basics of rock identification, fossil as indicators of ancient en-
vironments, and how a geologist uses these specimens to interpret the area's geologic story. 
Cost: $70; members $49 Pre-Registration Required 
 
Saturday, October 13, 2007 7 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Fossil Hunting at Larson Quarry 
Reconstruct the Illinois landscape of 425 million years ago when a shallow, subtropical sea 
covered the area. You'll learn about the organisms that lived in this ancient environment and 
discover techniques for finding the fossils that time left behind. 
Cost: $65, members $45 Pre-Registration Required 
 

Burpee Museum Events 
 
Saturday, Sept 29 9-11am Breakfast at Burpee: "Those Ancient Arthropods" 
What kind of a creature is an Arthropod?  You’ll find out all the “what’s, where’s and how’s” as 
we search the museum exhibits for them and then dissect one! Program includes continental 
breakfast and is for an adult working with one or two children.  No children without an adult, 
please register each person. For ages 6 and up. Pre-registration and prepayment is required. 
Members: $10 per person, Public: $ 12 per person. 
 
Lizzadro Museum Events 
 
September 8 “A Work Of Art From An Agate” 
German artist Helmut Wolf shows the process of taking a rough agate and creating a beautiful 
bowl. Go inside his studio to see how gemstone bowls are created using modern equipment 
and polishing methods. Several of Helmut Wolf’s bowls are on permanent display at the Mu-
seum. 
DVD - Youth to Adult, 30 minutes - 2 p.m. Regular Museum Admission 
 
September 22 “Fossil Dig” 
Learn about the world famous Mazon Creek fossils from Illinois. These Coal Age fossils (350 
million years old) are a unique part of Illinois geologic history and the fossil record. Learn 
where to collect these fossils and search for a Mazon Creek fossil to take home. 
 
Lecture/Activity - Ages 6 yrs. to Adult   
60 minutes - 2 p.m. $3.00 per person, Museum Members Free 
Reservations Recommended  
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Illinois State Geological Survey Science Field Trips 2007-2008:    
Fall Trips: Pere Marquette State Park and Surrounding Area, Jersey 
County 
 
September 22, 2007 
October 20, 2007 
 
You're invited to join ISGS scientists on a field trip. Each year, we conduct four trips, two in the 
fall and two in the spring. Each trip is designed to acquaint you with the geology, landscape, 
mineral resources, and biodiversity of a different part of the state. Along the route, well stop 
frequently to give you time to explore a special area, to talk with geologists and other experts, 
or simply to admire the view. You also have opportunities to collect rocks, minerals, and fos-
sils. 
 
People of all ages are welcome; however, grade school groups must be supervised by at least 
one adult for each five students, and high school groups must be supervised by at least one 
adult for each ten students. The trips are especially helpful to teachers of earth science 
classes. 
 
Each participant will receive a guidebook explaining the geology, topography, and other fea-
tures along the route and at the stops. A list of guidebooks from previous field trips is available 
for use in planning your own class tours or private outings. 
 
Scenic Pere Marquette State Park is located near the confluence of the Mississippi and Illinois 
Rivers in southwestern Illinois. Majestic limestone bluffs create a spectacular vista along Illinois 
Route 100 (the Great River Road) from Pere Marquette State Park, southeastward toward Al-
ton, Illinois. The structurally complex Cap au Grès Faulted Flexure, crossing the area from east 
to west, contributes to the rugged topography. The originally horizontally deposited rock layers 
have been tilted and now stand nearly vertical. Bedrock exposed in this area consists of Ordo-
vician, Silurian, Devonian, Mississippian, and Pennsylvanian age strata. Some of the rocks are 
quite fossiliferous, containing brachiopods, corals, and scattered trilobites. 
 
Meet before 8:15 a.m. at the Visitor Center parking lot, located near the main entrance within 
Pere Marquette State Park. The park is located north of Grafton along Illinois Route 100. 
 
For information about ISGS research and service, field trip details, previous field trip guide-
books, or educational publications, contact the Illinois State Geological Survey (217-333-4747 
or 244-2427; TDD 217-244-6677). 
 

Illinois State Archaeology Society 2007  
October 7 Fox Valley Show 8:00 am  
American Legion Post 489, Yorkville, Illinois  
(847) 985-1948 or (630)879-3494 
 

Falls of The Ohio 2007 Fossil Festival Sept. 15 & 16 
Louisville, Kentucky 
Lectures, Teacher’s Workshops, Children’s Activities, Mineral and Fossil Dealers, Fossil col-
lecting piles from local quarries and mineral collecting piles from Rosiclare 
WWW.FALLSOFTHEOHIO.ORG 
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  MAZON CREEK OPEN HOUSE  
 
   October 20, 2007  
  Elgin Public Museum.   
                        225 Grand Blvd., Elgin, IL 60120 
  10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   
  Margaret Stromberg (847) 741-6655 
  www.elginpublicmuseum.com. 
 
 Speakers, a silent auction and fossil identification.   
 Bring your Mazon Creek fossils if you need them identified.     
   
 
  
 
   ESCONI Books 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         
 
 
 

 
 

The Mazon Creek Fossil Flora by Jack Wittry 
313 color pictures, 113 taxa, 145 drawings 
$65 hard covers for ESCONI Members   
$35 soft and $6 to ship 

Keys to Identify Pennsylvanian Fossil Animal 
of the Mazon Creek Area   
125 Pages, 212 Black and White Drawings 
$12.00, $5 to Ship 

Jack Wittry  
360 LRA Drive  

Aurora IL 60506  
or e-mail  jwittry@sbcglobal.net 
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2007 ESCONI CALENDAR 

Revised 8/21/07 

Dates are subject to change: see Bulletin.  
 
Flea Market with Silent and Live Auction October 6 
 
College of DuPage (COD) Building K, Room #161 for most meetings. 
 
No scheduled meetings for Lapidary; contact Don Cronauer for information.  
(Lapidary meets Room #162, Arts Center) 
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