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John Good & Karen Nordquist are delegates to Chicagoland Gems & Minerals Association. 
Betsy and Floyd Rogers were Show Chair for 2007 
 
The aim of the Earth Science Club of Northern Illinois is to promote an interest in the Earth Sciences.  
In addition to the regular General Meeting, study group meetings are held monthly.  They are held by 
groups of ESCONI members interested in the studies of Archaeology, Mineralogy, Micromounts, Paleon-
tology, and the Lapidary Arts.  There are also study sessions for Junior members to help them learn more 
about the earth sciences.  From time to time field trips are arranged.  ESCONI has a fine library of books 
on the earth sciences that are available to members.   
 
We welcome the attendance of all interested persons at any or all sessions.  The schedule is printed on 
the back page (date, time and place of meeting).  Specific information is published in this bulletin.   
 
Membership is $20.00 (which includes the Bulletin) for family membership.  Dues are payable either at the 
monthly meetings of by mailing to the Membership Chair listed above.   
 
Deadline for Bulletin articles to the editor is the 3rd weekend of each month. 
 
Articles in this publication may be reprinted if full credit is given the author and The Earth Science News.  
Exchange bulletins may be mailed directly to the Editor.   
 

ESCONI website is www.esconi.org 
Webmaster is John Good 
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October 2007 President's Message 
  
It’s Fall!  OktoberFest!  Harvest Festivals!  Apple picking!  Jack-o-lanterns! Children are back 
in school. Clean, clear air, what could be better?  We hope you are enjoying this wonderful 
season.  As you know, the fall programs at ESCONI have begun and are well attended.  It’s 
good to see familiar faces as well as new faces.  Welcome to all our new members. 
 
The annual MAZON CREEK OPEN HOUSE will be held October 20, 2007 at the Elgin Public 
Museum.  Hours are 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  There will be speakers, a silent auction and fos-
sil identification.  Bring your Mazon Creek fossils if you need them identified.  The museum is 
located at 225 Grand Blvd., Elgin, IL 60120.  You may contact Margaret Stromberg for addi-
tional information at (847) 741-6655 or check out their website at www.elginpublicmuseum.org. 
 
ESCONI FLEA MARKET 2007 – Saturday, Oct 6 in SRC 1450AB at College of DuPage.  
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Their will be auctions, a book corner with magazines, and just plain 
rocks.  Join us for a fun and interesting day. 
 
November speaker: to be determined 
 
We are already working on putting together the Holiday Party; and the 2008 Spring Show that 
will be held at the College of DuPage.  We’ve already begun contacting our vendors and dem-
onstrators.  If you would like to become more involved in helping us put our events together or 
would like to be a speaker for a general meeting or study group, please don’t hesitate to con-
tact one of the board members.  We can use all the help we can get to keep activities running 
smoothly and it is a great way to make new friendships. 
 
REMINDER:  dues have been increased to $20.00 per member family for the 2008 year.  
Dues will become due to be paid by the end of the year. 
 
Remember to visit our website often for up to date information on speaker, study group, gen-
eral meetings and juniors subject and activites: www.esconi.org. 

 
Jim Fairchild, President 

jimfairchild@comcast.net  
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E.S.C.O.N.I Junior Group 
 
 

Replaced by ESCONI Flea Market 

General Meeting is replaced by the 
 
ESCONI FLEA MARKET 2007 
10:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Saturday, Oct. 6 
College of DuPage, SRC (Glass) Building  
Rooms 1450 A & B 

ESCONI FLEA MARKET 2007 
 
Live and Silent Auctions.  Magazine and 
Book sale.  Low priced minerals and fossils.  
Junior Group activities. 

Mineral-Micromount 
7:30 PM, October 13, 2007 

College of DuPage K-161 

7:30 P.M. 
  

Fluorescent Minerals 
 
Find out if your minerals or rocks glow in the 
dark. Visitors are welcome.   Refreshments 
will be provided 

Paleontology Study Group 
October 20, 2007 
  
 

Meeting Cancelled Due to Mazon Creek 
Open House 

Archaeology Study Group 
7:30 PM, October 27, 2007 

College of DuPage K-161 

7:30 P.M. 
 

Video: Guns, Germs & Steel by Jared Dia-
mond  How did so few Europeans conquer 
an entire continent? Or did they? Discussion 
follows the video. Presented by Don Brazda 
Visitors are welcome.   Refreshments will be 
provided 

BOARD MEETING 
7:30 PM, October 26, 2007 
K-161  

 

Mazon Creek Open House 
October 20, 2007 
12:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
Elgin Public Museum 

Mazon Creek Open House 
Speakers, a silent auction and fossil identifi-
cation.  Bring your Mazon Creek fossils to be  
identified.     

                                                  OCTOBER 2007 ESCONI EVENTS 

  
           

Remember the Flea Market, October 6, 2007Remember the Flea Market, October 6, 2007Remember the Flea Market, October 6, 2007Remember the Flea Market, October 6, 2007    

New Location COD SRC  Room 1450 A & BNew Location COD SRC  Room 1450 A & BNew Location COD SRC  Room 1450 A & BNew Location COD SRC  Room 1450 A & B    
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Membership News 
 

  The membership dues will increase to $20.00 for 2008.  
 
Please email to me any updates of your information.  If the address labels on your bulletins are 
correct, I don’t need that - I’m especially interested in email addresses and phone numbers, 
particularly those who have obtained an email address after they became members.  
 

Eileen Mizerk, Membership 
2094 Windward Lane 
Hanover Park  IL  60133-6183 
(630) 289-7736 
emizerk@comcast.net 

 

 

                        
 

ESCONI President Makes Inc. 500 for 2007 
 

 

Congratulations to Jim Fairchild who ranked # 121 in Inc. Magazine for 2007.  Here is some of 
what the article had to say about Coggin & Fairchild Environmental Consultants. 
 
“Ranked No. 3 in the Top Companies in Environmental Services 
 Ranked No. 6 in the Top Companies in Chicago-Naperville-Joliet, IL-IN-WI 
 
What it does:  Brownfield cleanup and groundwater mediation for clients in the construction 
and petrochemical industries. 
 
Why it’s growing:  A limited supply of prime real estate for commercial projects has made re-
claimed properties more attractive to developers, says owner Jim Fairchild.  His current project 
is with Midwest developers Weis Builders, which is putting up residential high rises on a former 
industrial site in Chicago. 
 
What’s noteworthy:  Fairchild tackles many jobs single handed—repairing a water pump at a 
treatment station, taking soil samples from a building site, and, of course, handling paperwork.  
On larger projects, he subcontracts the necessary help.  “I don’t need to be the world’s author-
ity on regulation or the technical aspects of every project, but I need to know people who are,“ 
he says.“ 
 
We wish we had a photo of him when he went to the award banquet at the Award Conference 
in Chicago September 6-8 – he wore a tuxedo!!!   Congratulations Jim on a very successful 
year!  Hope there are many more!! 
 
           



 E.S.C.O.N.I.  
  ROCKHOUND 

          FLEA MARKET     

 LIVE & SILENT AUCTION 

   COLLEGE OF DUPAGE 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

    Saturday October 6, 2007    10 A.M. to 4 P.M. 
      

        FREE ADMISSION & PARKING  
 New Location – COD SRC 1450 A & B         

       Earth Science Club Of Northern Illinois 

                      WWW.ESCONI.ORG 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

      BARGAINS GALORE 

Ideal For Kids 

… And Teachers 

  

Jewelry 

Gems and Minerals 

Fossils 

Books and Magazines 

Lapidary Equipment 

                                              College of DuPage 

                                  SRC 1450 A & B 

                                                   www.cod.edu  
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June 1, 2007 
 

President Jim Fairchild opened the meeting.  2nd Vice president Irene Broede reported that the 
rooms for June 8 and 9 were reserved.  The minutes for the April 27, 2007 Board Meeting were 
presented by Recording Secretary Karen Nordquist.  They were approved as amended.  Cor-
responding Secretary Bill Vinikour has sent thank you letters to the Field Museum and Lizzadro 
for their exhibits at our March Show.  He has also received responses to our letters regarding 
continuing receipt of our Bulletins.  Dave’s Rock Shop, the Downers Grove Library. the IL Geo-
logical Survey and the London Museum all responded that they wished to continue to receive 
the Bulletin.  The Naperville Library, Braidwood and Chicago Rocks and Minerals do not wish 
to continue to receive it.  The most interesting response was that of the London Museum which 
pleased the Board. 
 
Treasurer John Good gave his report which was approved.  Publicity Chairman Don Cronauer 
reported that he does about 8-10 emails, 10 faxes and about 30 letters every month.  Historian 
Judy Dedina had nothing to report.  John Good reported that the Braceville field trip was a 
good one and that the Lone Star field trip had some good collecting also.  The next field trip is 
to St. Paul on June 16.  There may be a field trip for Lake Superior agate with Bealis Giddings 
in late July.  John Good mentioned that they would need information for the July/August issue 
during the first week of July.  Circulation Chairman Howard Svoboda mentioned that postage 
went up 64% May 14 (from 23.7 to 38.9 cents).  Membership Chair Eileen Mizerk reported that 
there are 195 current members as of June 1, 2007.  There are 44 new members in 2007 
mostly from the Shows and the internet.  Liaison member John Good reported that the Chica-
goland Show was a good one.  Mineralogy meets a week from tomorrow.  The General Meet-
ing is next Friday with a Juniors meeting. 
 
Under Old Business Irene Broede reported that all but four of the ESCONI Associates had re-
ceived their hard cover books and 10 were still to receive their refunds. 
 
Under New Business there was discussion about where to have the Flea Market.  The West-
mont Park District was mentioned by Judy Dedina.  The Church the Rogers suggested would 
cost $250 plus rental of tables, but does have ground access.  Irene will check on COD sites 
and their costs.  John Good suggested October 6, the first weekend.  October 20 is Mazon 
Creek at Elgin Public Library. 
 
Eileen Mizerk motioned that we increase the ESCONI annual family dues from $15 to $20 a 
year in 2008 due to cost increases in postage, printing, and room rentals.  There have been no 
dues increases since 1987.  There was discussion among the Board members and the motion 
was passed that the increase would be effective September 12, 2007.  The meeting was ad-
journed. 
 

Respectively submitted, Karen Nordquist, Recording Secretary 
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The Origin of Orchids Based on a Fossil with its Pollinator 

 
What is the most diverse plant family on Earth?  It is the 
Orchidaceae or orchid family.  But it lacks a definitive fos-
sil record explaining its evolutionary history.  Now there is 
a fossil from the Miocene amber of the Dominican Repub-
lic of the well preserved orchid pollen of Meliorchis 
caribea on the body of an extinct stingless bee, Prople-
beia dominicana.  It is pictured at the left.  This is the first 
clear fossil of the orchid family and the first direst fossil 
observation of the interaction of the plant and its pollina-
tor.  Darwin would have loved it, knowing his love of or-

chids and their pollinators!  The position of the pollen on the bee made it possible for the re-
searchers to make inferences about the structure of the flowers of Meliorchis even though they 
did not have the flower itself.  Here the pollen is not attached to the mouthparts of the bee but 
to the dorsal surface of the thorax indicating that the flower was gullet-shaped.  This meant 
that the bee would have had to enter the flower completely to reach the nectar as seen in (b.) 

at left.  The drawing (a.) at left shows a bee with a 
modern orchid Goodyerinae where the bee would 
get pollen on its mouthparts.  The study of the pollen 
now allows them to calibrate a molecular phyloge-
netic tree taking orchids back to the Late Creta-
ceous (76-84 MYA) in origin.  Their dramatic radia-
tion would have begun shortly after the K/T bound-
ary.  (Ramirez et al in Nature Vol. 448 8/30/07) 

 
 

A New Silurian Crustacean from Herefordshire Lagerstatte in UK – Tanazios 
 

This is a new arthropod found with three dimensional well preserved soft 
parts using digital photography techniques yielding virtual fossils in the 
round.  Tanazios dokeron is named from the Greek for ‘tanaos’ for long and 
‘zoon’ for animal and ‘pelagios’ for of the sea.  The generic name is also 
from the Greek for ‘dodeka’ for twelve and ‘kerouchos’ for horned and 
‘epikranon’ for helmet.  The body has a head shield and long trunk.  The 
head shield has six pairs of horn like spines and the head has five pairs of 
appendages.  The trunk has some 64 segments and at least 60 appendage 
pairs with a very small telson.  The photo shows a dorsal and ventral view.  
It is interpreted as a benthic feeder as it was blind.  (Siveter, Briggs et al in 
Proc R. Soc. B Vol. 274 7/3/07) 
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DNA Relates Polynesian and American Chickens 
 

DNA in chicken bones found at a Chilean archaeological site pro-
vides evidence that Polynesians visited there long before Colum-
bus came to the New World.  It was unknown how the chickens 
got there when the first explorers arrived since chickens were 
first domesticated in Asia and were brought over via the land 
bridge to Alaska.  Before now there has been no evidence to 
support the Polynesian theory for the arrival of the chickens.  But 
when the DNA from the bones was compared to the DNA from 
chicken bones from chicken bones excavated from five archi-

pelagos in Polynesia, they were identical.  The bones were dated to 1304 and 1424 AD in 
South America and the sequences are the same as those in the modern day Araucana chicken 
found in Chile today.  It is an odd chicken with tufted ears that lays blue eggs and lacks a tail.  
Some believe that this is hard evidence of migration and others are still skeptical.  (Borrell in 
Nature Vol. 447 June 7, 2007) 
 
 

A New Arthropod from Early Cambrian of China – Guangweicaris 
 

100 well preserved specimens of a new arthro-
pod are described from the Early Cambrian 
Guanshan Fauna in Kunming, Yunnan, China.  
The new arthropod is named Guangweicaris 
spinatus for the village close to the site and for 
the Latic ‘caris’ for shrimp.  The species 
‘spinatus’ refers to the spines on all tergites of 
the abdomen and thorax.  These spines may 

have played a deterrent role against anomalocarids in the community.  The telson may have 
may have helped to steer the animal.  The fossils were often partial and did show that they 
tended to separate with the abdomen found separate.  They are often found curved indicating 
that they were active swimmers.  They are often found with trilobites and other arthropods. 
(Luo et al in Acta Geol Sini Vol. 81/1 Feb. 2007) 
 

The Cat Was Domesticated in the Near East 10,000 YA 
 

Felis silvestis, the European wildcat, is the wild ancestor of today’s domesticated cat.  This was 
determined by a DNA study analyzing 979 cats worldwide and resolving them into five line-
ages.  While it had been thought that the early Egyptians had domesticated cats based upon 
the many art depictions of cats 4,000 and 5,000 YA, now it is believed that it happened much 
earlier.  As man settled into agricultural communities from nomadic life, they needed helpers to 
control the rodents that infested their crop stores.  The wildcats were probably drawn to the 
rodents and were eventually domesticated by man.  All this occurred about 12,000 -10,000 YA 
in the Near East.  The first known cat burial was on the island of Cyprus dated to 9,500 YA 
where there are no known native wild cats.  From this early origin man spread the domestic cat 
to all parts of the world.  (Driscoll et al in Science Vol. 317 July 27, 2007) 
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Laron Syndrome Matches Skeletal Features of Homo Floresienses 
 

Researchers report that the skeletal remains of Homo floresiensis and those of a large group 
of Israeli patients with Laron Syndrome (LS) show striking similarities including small stature 
and reduced cranial volume.  LS is a disease caused by a molecular defect of the Growth Hor-
mone (GH) receptor and has been found in several countries in South East Asia.  Data from 
some 64 LS patients over 45 years were compared to LB1, the adult female partial skeleton 
from Liang Bua Cave on Flores.  Congenital deficiency causes two major body characteristics 
– small stature and small head, and these are the two basic traits that characterize LB1.  In the 
Israeli group the adult height of females with LS varies from 95 to 136 cm compared to the re-
constructed height of LB1 of 106 cm.  The endocranial volume of LB1 is 410-380 sq cm.(5.5 
SD) and the LS patients show head circumferences 2 to 5 SD (standard deviations) below the 
norm.  Both LB1 and LS patients show short faces and slight prognathism with rounded subor-
bital rims and pronounced suborbital ridges.  The mandible of both are small and underdevel-
oped in the forward direction, yet retain normal shape, and the chin in under-developed.  The 
teeth are either normal or slightly smaller than normal, the second mandibular premolars have 
double roots, and the maxillary premolars are rotated parallel to the row of teeth.  They also 
both lack the third molar.   
 
The rib cage of both also has a fan shape rather than the barrel shape of modern humans.  
Both have a thick humerus relative to its length with weak muscle attachment sites.  LS pa-
tients also show abnormally short legs relative to the upper trunk.  With all the characteristics 
so similar the authors suggest that LB1 is not a new species, but a local variant of LS.  About 
300 cases have been reported but more are probably unreported.  Both sexes are equally af-
fected.  It is a recessively inherited disease that occurs in families with a high degree of con-
sanguinity (inbred).  Mental development in LS cases showed normal to retardation abilities 
with the smaller brains.  The shorter pygmies of Africa show some blockage of GH receptors 
resulting in partial growth disturbances less dramatic than those of LS patients who have total 
blockage of GH.   
(Hershkovitz et al in Am J of Phys Anthro 2007) 
 

 
Lucy Has Left Ethiopia!! 

 

 
Lucy left secretly in the dark of the night and was flown out of Ethiopia from her 
locked vault at the Ethiopian Natural History Museum on its way to Houston.  
That will be her fist stop in the US where she will begin her money making tour 
which should include the Field Museum if all goes right.  The Ethiopians want to 
improve their own museum and build new ones in their poor country.  It is con-
troversial, because it is such a valuable fossil and could be so easily damaged 
during its travels.  It has not even been on exhibit in its home country.  The ten-
tative tour schedule will take it to Houston, New York, Denver and Chicago.  
The Field dates should be November 2009 through April 2010.  It opened in 
Houston Friday August 31.   
 

Karen Nordquist, Paleontology 
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ARCHAEOLOGY NEWS 

Mummified Inca maiden 
 

A mummy of an Inca girl, described as "perfect" by the archaeologists who found her in 1999, 
has gone on display for the first time in Argentina.   Hundreds of people crowded into a mu-
seum in the north-western city of Salta to see "la Doncella", the Maiden.  
The remains of the girl, who was 15 when she died, were found in an icy pit on top of a vol-
cano in the Andes, along with a younger boy and girl.  Researchers believe they were sacri-
ficed by the Incas 500 years 
ago.  
The three were discovered at a 
height of 6,700m (22,000ft) on 
Mount Llullaillaco, a volcano in 
north-west Argentina on the 
border with Chile.  It is believed 
the Children of Llullaillaco, as 
they have come to be known, 
were sacrificed during a cere-
mony thanking the Inca gods 
for the annual corn harvest.  
The mummy of la Doncella is 
on display in a chamber that is 
filled with cold air that recreates 
the sub-freezing conditions in 
which she was found.  But the 
exhibition has angered several indigenous groups who campaigned to stop the mummy from 
going on display.   
The Inca empire once stretched across much of western South America, including present-day 
Peru and Bolivia, and down to central Chile and parts of Argentina.   It collapsed in 1532 with 
the Spanish conquest.     (http://news.bbc.co.uk) 
 

1.5 tons of ancient coins discovered in north China 

A cellar containing 1.5 tons of ancient coins, including some 2,000-year-old ones, have been 
discovered by a villager in Changzi County, north China's Shanxi Province. 
 
The man in Qianwanhu village discovered the cellar with some 10,000 coins, ranging from 3 
cm to 1 cm in diameter, on Aug. 23 when he was digging a channel to place pipes for tap wa-
ter.  The "money cellar" was 1.5 meters under the earth, with coins being piled orderly into a 
cuboid of 1.3 meters long, 0.65 meter wide and one meter high. 
 
Most of the coins were made during the Northern Song Dynasty (960-1127) with the remain-
ders made during Han Dynasty (206 BC-220 AD) and Tang Dynasty (618-907).  Many coins 
were in good condition, and characters on the surface were still legible, while some others 
were rusty. The largest coin is 3 cm in diameter and the smallest is one cm.  (China People’s 
Daily Online) 
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A professor is studying the ancient eruption of Thera 

 
Floyd McCoy, Windward Community College professor of geology and oceanography, hopes 
during a year and a half in Greece to resolve the "hugely controversial" question of when the 
Thera volcano erupted. He will investigate the Mediterranean's largest volcanic eruption in his-
tory as a Fulbright scholar. McCoy has spent the past 20 years studying geological evidence of 
the Late Bronze Age eruption of Thera volcano that led to the end of the Minoan culture on the 
island of Santorini.  
 
Geophysicists say the eruption occurred in about 1645 B.C., but archaeologists prefer 1500 
B.C., McCoy said. He is combining geology and archaeology into a new discipline -- geoar-
chaeology -- to try to settle the controversy.  
 
McCoy said he became fascinated with the story of Thera volcano while getting his degrees 
and working at the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution in Massachusetts on the geology of 
the sea floor in the Mediterranean. "I kept finding volcanic ash material on the sea floor," he 
said.  
 
He was on Columbia University's research faculty for about a dozen years to work on the 
Thera eruption.  He found evidence that it was much more violent than believed, larger than 
the 1883 Krakatoa eruption that killed more than 36,000 people. Scientists believe the Thera 
eruption spewed massive volcanic ash that led to climate changes, crippled ancient cities and 
wreaked havoc on cultures and sea trade.  
 
McCoy will be working with a Texas A&M University group looking for shipwrecks in the deep-
est part of the ocean from the same period as the eruption. They will map the sea floor and 
look for evidence of ancient trade routes between Greece and Egypt. He will also develop re-
mote techniques to record information in waters 12,000 feet deep.  
 
"The (Minoan) culture was ruined by this volcanic eruption," McCoy said. "There is a buried city 
on Santorini where I've done work that is just as good as Pompeii," he said, referring to the Ro-
man city buried by an eruption of Mount Vesuvius in A.D. 79. "This is where we know about the 
furniture, beds, paintings -- their lifestyle."  
 
He is excavating three sites this summer and three or four next summer "to make sense of the 
geology."  McCoy's work has been featured on NBC, BBC and the National Geographic, 
Learning and Discovery channels. He said he has done 14 TV documentaries on the eruption, 
and the 15th is in the offing. "At the end of every one of these, the question is, How is this re-
lated to Atlantis?"  
 
There are theories that Thera was the fabled lost city of Atlantis. "As a scientist, I can't make a 
definite statement," McCoy said. "About all I could say is, I wish it could be related to Atlantis."  
He will be based in Athens, Greece, as a visiting research professor at the American School of 
Classical Studies from September to May. He will mentor students and teach graduate semi-
nars on natural hazards and geology.  
 
As one of seven U.S. representatives going to Greece this year in the Fulbright Program, he 
will try to increase understanding between people of the two countries. The Fulbright grant is 
supported by funding from Congress, Greece and the private sector. (Helen Altonn, Honolulu 
Star-Bulletin) 
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Further Comments upon the Archaeology of Britain 
D. C. Cronauer 
 

Introduction: 
 
Anglesey is an island separated from the mainland of Northwestern Wales by the Menai Strait.  
Anglesey is fascinating, because it contains a number of burial chambers and other prehistoric 
sites that are free and open to the public.  With a bit of effort, it is possible to visit many of them 
in the period of a full day. We undertook this drive with the aid of an excellent reference book, 
“A Guide to Ancient Sites in Britain” by Janet and Colin Bord, Paladin Grafton Books, London, 
1978.  Another necessity was the Ordnance Survey Motoring Atlas of Great Britain, Temple 
Press, 1990. 
 
The following is a pictorial summary of these sites along with a summary of the ancient history 
drawn from the above guide book. (The sections in quotes are drawn from this reference 
book.) 
 
Ancient History: 
 
It is thought that the first men lived in Britain about 500,000 years ago.  “Substantial” remains 
confirm family and village life existed around 3,500-4,000 B.C.  As stated, “There is much of 
prehistoric Britain left for the twentieth-century visitor to explore: 1,000 megalithic tombs, 
30,000-40,000 round barrows (in England alone), over 900 stone circles, around 3,000 hill 
forts, and countless thousands of standing stones...  Once the last Ice Age had left Britain and 
the climate became more hospitable, the people of the Mesolithic of Middle Stone Age (10,000 
to 4,000 B.C.) probably lived the wondering lives of hunter-gathers.  It was during the Neolithic 
or New Stone Age (4,000 to 2,000     B. C.) that the first lasting structures were erected, the 
earliest being burial chambers of various kinds.”  These included tombs covered with large 
slabs of stone, various chambered tombs, those with galleries and passages, along with bar-
rows and the likes. These later times overlapped the time of the construction of Stonehenge 
and other sites of England. 
 
Also constructed during these later times were enclosed villages or groups of huts, fortifica-
tions, many of which were built on banks, hills or mounds.  The level and quality of construction 
developed with time up to the invasion of Britain by the Romans. 
 
Selected Sites:   
 
1. The Holyhead Mountain hut circles are located on a hill overlooking the sea on the western 
edge of Anglesey.  It includes about twenty circular and rectangular bases of huts that lie in an 
area of about 20 acres (the above reference cites that 50 huts existed in 1865).  It was be-
lieved that this location was lived in up to the time of the occupation by the Romans (through 
the fourth century A.D.) 
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Picture #1 was taken at this site.  We were fortunate to be there in mid-spring considering that 
the whole area is covered by thorn bushes (“bracken”).  The area is essentially impossible to 
visit in late spring and summer.    
 
2. The Din Lligwy settlement is a collection of two circular and seven rectangular huts that oc-
cupied about half of an acre.  The area was enclosed by a limestone wall, and several of the 
hut walls were as high as 6 feet.  “Hearths in two of the rectangular buildings indicate that iron 
smelting took place there, and this native settlement has been dated to the fourth century A.D.”  
Picture 2 of the wall was taken at the Din Lligwy site.    
 
3. According to the placard, the “Capel Garmon Burial Chamber ... was erected in the Neolithic 
Age 2,500 – 1900 B.C. for the communal burial of the dead and was originally covered by a 
mound of stones.”  Picture 3 
 
4. “Bryn Celli Ddu is a late Neolithic (C 2000 B.C.) religious site built in two stages.  The first 
was a “henge”, with a ditch and stone circle.  The second was the building of a stone chamber 
for the burial of human remains, approached by a passage, and covered by a 
mound.”  (Placard at site.)   Picture 4 

Picture 1                                                                       Picture 2  

 Picture 3                                                                 Picture 4 
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5.  . Barclodiad-Y-Gawres Neolithic Chambered Cairn c.2500 B.C. is located on a high hill 
overlooking the sea.  As described by the placard, “the mound covers a cruciform-shaped inner 
chamber used for the burial of the dead, and approached by a covered passage.  Three of the 
stones at the junction of the passage and chamber, and two at the back of the chamber bear 
original decorations.”    Pictures 5 and 6 
 

    Picture 5                                                              Picture 6 
 
6. “Trefignath Burial Chamber ... was erected in the Neolithic Age (4000 – 2000 B.C.) for the 
communal burial of the dead.  The tall stones mark the entrance.  Originally the entire structure 
was covered by a mound of stones.” (Placard at site)  Picture 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                         Picture 7 
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7-9. The Ty-Newydd,  Lligwy Cromlech, and Bodowyr burial chambers currently consist of sev-
eral large stones that support a very large cap stone.  In all of these cases the stones would 
have been covered by other stones and earth to set up a chamber.  Pictures 8,9 and 10  
 

  Picture 8                                                                       Picture 9                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                              Picture 10 
 
Comments: 
 
It appears obvious that the Neolithic peoples of Britain had settled into established sites.  They 
had a respect for the dead and expended a great amount of effort to establish communities, 
burial tombs and chambers, and the likes.  This is consistent with the effort that was extended 
in establishing and expanding upon Stonehenge and other Neolithic sites throughout Britain. 
Visiting these sites is interesting and rewarding.  For the most part they are free and open to 
the public.  Access is typically easy, and they are clean and well cared for.  They are in the 
care of the Secretary of State or of the National Trust.  Perhaps the best aspect is that visitors 
show a sense of respect for the sites! 
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MINERALOGY/MICROMOUNT  September 8, 2007 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM by  Kathy Dedina. 
 
Programs for some upcoming meetings were changed due to scheduling conflicts: 
October- Fluorescent Minerals 
November- Agates. 
December- Identification Contest, possibly using micromount specimens. 
This month’s program was an e-book “The Other Lake Superior Agates, 2nd Edition”, which 
was provided & shown by John Good. The author had some interesting but unorthodox theo-
ries on the formation of agates. The pictures were good, but could have been better with more 
attention to lighting. 
Refreshments were provided by Kathy and Judy Dedina. 
Submitted by Jim Daly 
 
The Micromount Hall Of Fame Inducts ESCONI Member Dan Behnke 
 
The Baltimore Mineral Society is hosting the 2007 Paul Desautels Memorial Micromount Sym-
posium October 12-14, 2007.  This year, the Hall of Fame Induction will include ESCONI Mem-
ber Dan Behnke.   He will also be giving his program,  
 “The Mines and Microminerals of the Iron Country, Including Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Michi-
gan”, which he gave at the June 2007 ESCONI General Meeting. 
 
Dan Behnke is retired and lives with his wife, Esther, in Northbrook, Illinois. He has been col-
lecting and photographing microminerals for over 30 years. His collection numbers over 14,000 
specimens representing in excess of 750 species from locali-
ties throughout the world. The photographs in his collection 
are used to illustrated lectures on microminerals to a variety 
of groups throughout the United States and Canada.  
 
Dan is an Associate Photographer of both the Mineralogical 
Record and Rock and Minerals magazines. He was a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the Friends of Mineralogy 
from 1990 to 1993. He served as the Micromount chairman of 
the Midwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies from 1981 
to 1988 and has served several terms as chairman of the mi-
cromount study group the Earth Science Club of Northern 
Illinois (ESCONI).  
 
He has been a guest lecturer on photomacrography at Columbia College, Chicago, Illinois and 
has contributed over 3,000 images to a forthcoming DVD on minerals to be published by the 
Los Angeles (CA) County Museum. 
 
Dan is the author of “Copper Country Microminerals”, an illustrated article on the minerals of 
the Upper Peninsula of Michigan which appeared in the July, 1983 issue of the Mineralogical 
Record. He also authored “Photomacrography of Microminerals” which appeared in the No-
vember, 1991 issue of the same periodical.  
 
For more info, http://edisk.fandm.edu/mike.seeds/BMS.htm  
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Local Calendar of Events 
 

Field Museum Events 
Crown Family PlayLab Opening Friday, September 14, 2007 

 
Dig in… Dress up… Explore and grow! Visit the Crown Family PlayLab, a place where you and 
your child can become scientists, dig up fossils, conduct a symphony, and paint a masterpiece! 
Open every day, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
 
Saturday, October 13, 2007 7 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Fossil Hunting at Larson Quarry 
Reconstruct the Illinois landscape of 425 million years ago when a shallow, subtropical sea 
covered the area. You'll learn about the organisms that lived in this ancient environment and 
discover techniques for finding the fossils that time left behind. 
Cost: $65, members $45 Pre-Registration Required 
 

Burpee Museum Events 
 
New Exhibit Openings  
Saturday, October 13 
Help us celebrate 65 years of Burpee with three new exhibit openings. Natural History artwork 
by Erica Lyn Huppe, Native American points and stone tools and Dunk! The impressive skull of 
a 370 million year old armored fish 
 
Night Sounds & Spooky Science 
Saturday, October 27 6:30 - 9pm  
Come in costume (prizes for the most creative costume), bring a flashlight and explore a 
spooky museum. Search for seldom seen specimens from our collections. Listen to Native 
American flutes and tales in the wigwam. Collect treats and enjoy activities. admission covers 
activities at both Burpee and Discovery Center 
 
Saturday, Nov 3 9-11am  Breakfast at Burpee: “Be an Archaeologist” 
Go on a simulated dig to learn how archaeologists work.  You’ll study real artifacts, use Native 
American tools, piece together a culture from artifacts and make a Native American game. 
Program includes continental breakfast and is for an adult working with one or two children.  
No children without an adult, please register each person. For ages 6 and up. Pre-registration 
and prepayment is required. Members: $10 per person, Public: $ 12 per person. 
 
Lizzadro Museum Events 
 
November 10 & 11 “Cameo Lecture & Demonstration” 
Master craftsmen Erwin and Gerhard Pauly from Idar-Oberstein, Germany present the histori-
cal significance of cameos. Learn the materials and techniques used in creating hard stone 
cameos. See modern cameos with innovative styles. 
Demonstrations: Sat. and Sun. 1 to 2p.m. 
Lectures: Sat. and Sun. 2 to 3p.m. 
Recommended for Ages 9 to Adult Reservations Recommended: 833-1616 Regular Museum 
Admission 
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Illinois State Geological Survey Science Field Trips 2007-2008:    
Fall Trips: Pere Marquette State Park and Surrounding Area, Jersey 
County 
 
October 20, 2007 
 
You're invited to join ISGS scientists on a field trip. Each year, we conduct four trips, two in the 
fall and two in the spring. Each trip is designed to acquaint you with the geology, landscape, 
mineral resources, and biodiversity of a different part of the state. Along the route, well stop 
frequently to give you time to explore a special area, to talk with geologists and other experts, 
or simply to admire the view. You also have opportunities to collect rocks, minerals, and fos-
sils. 
 
People of all ages are welcome; however, grade school groups must be supervised by at least 
one adult for each five students, and high school groups must be supervised by at least one 
adult for each ten students. The trips are especially helpful to teachers of earth science 
classes. 
 
Each participant will receive a guidebook explaining the geology, topography, and other fea-
tures along the route and at the stops. A list of guidebooks from previous field trips is available 
for use in planning your own class tours or private outings. 
 
Scenic Pere Marquette State Park is located near the confluence of the Mississippi and Illinois 
Rivers in southwestern Illinois. Majestic limestone bluffs create a spectacular vista along Illinois 
Route 100 (the Great River Road) from Pere Marquette State Park, southeastward toward Al-
ton, Illinois. The structurally complex Cap au Grès Faulted Flexure, crossing the area from east 
to west, contributes to the rugged topography. The originally horizontally deposited rock layers 
have been tilted and now stand nearly vertical. Bedrock exposed in this area consists of Ordo-
vician, Silurian, Devonian, Mississippian, and Pennsylvanian age strata. Some of the rocks are 
quite fossiliferous, containing brachiopods, corals, and scattered trilobites. 
 
Meet before 8:15 a.m. at the Visitor Center parking lot, located near the main entrance within 
Pere Marquette State Park. The park is located north of Grafton along Illinois Route 100. 
 
For information about ISGS research and service, field trip details, previous field trip guide-
books, or educational publications, contact the Illinois State Geological Survey (217-333-4747 
or 244-2427; TDD 217-244-6677). 

I 
llinois State Archaeology Society 2007  
October 7 Fox Valley Show 8:00 am  
American Legion Post 489, Yorkville, Illinois  
(847) 985-1948 or (630)879-3494 
 

38th Annual Fossil, Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show  
October 20-21, 2007 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
South Suburban Earth Science Club Show 
Prairie State College 
202 South Halsted Street 
Chicago Heights, IL 60411 
Exhibits, Dealers, Education. 
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  MAZON CREEK OPEN HOUSE  
 
   October 20, 2007  
  Elgin Public Museum.   
                        225 Grand Blvd., Elgin, IL 60120 
  10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   
  Margaret Stromberg (847) 741-6655 
  www.elginpublicmuseum.org 
 
 Speakers, a silent auction and fossil identification.   
 Bring your Mazon Creek fossils if you need them identified.     
   
 
  
 
   ESCONI Books 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         
 
 
 

 
 

The Mazon Creek Fossil Flora by Jack Wittry 
313 color pictures, 113 taxa, 145 drawings 
$65 hard covers for ESCONI Members   
$35 soft and $6 to ship 

Keys to Identify Pennsylvanian Fossil Animal 
of the Mazon Creek Area   
125 Pages, 212 Black and White Drawings 
$12.00, $5 to Ship 

Jack Wittry  
360 LRA Drive  

Aurora IL 60506  
or e-mail  jwittry@sbcglobal.net 
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2007 ESCONI CALENDAR 

Revised 8/21/07 

Dates are subject to change: see Bulletin.  
 
Flea Market with Silent and Live Auction October 6 
 
College of DuPage (COD) Building K, Room #161 for most meetings. 
 
No scheduled meetings for Lapidary; contact Don Cronauer for information.  
(Lapidary meets Room #162, Arts Center) 
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